
                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
 

 
 

PCS Special:    06 May 

06M ‗Gen Z entrepreneurs are quick, should focus on deep learning‘ 

 ‗Gen Z   यम        ,      ग न     पर  य न   न       ‘ 

06M Silver for Khandagale in World junior weightlifting 

         नयर     ऱ    ग म      गऱ     र   प   

06M China‘s Wu Yize wins World snooker championship 

   न       य    न        न  र     पयन  प      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRIOTIC IAS  
Daily Current Affairs 

The Hindu Newspaper 
06 May 2026 
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

06M. ‗Gen Z entrepreneurs are quick, should focus on deep learning‘ 

 ‗Gen Z   यम        ,      ग न     पर  य न   न       ‘ 

 While Gen Z and Gen Alpha are often blamed for their lack of patience, playing to their 

strengths could provide them with a purpose to pursue their careers and objectives, speakers 
at a panel discussion said on Tuesday. 

      Gen Z और Gen Alpha       र                                र           ,           
                           र र और                                              ,           
      र                         

 The discussion was part of Future Career Conversations series organised jointly by the 
SRM Institute of Science and Technology (SRMIST) and The Hindu under the title The 
Future Reimagined – Discover, Decide, Define Your Career. 

          य  र   रयर                            ,                   SRM       य   ऑफ       

       न ऱ    (SRMIST) और            र  The Future Reimagined – Discover, Decide, Define 

Your Career                                  
 Puru Gupta, Co-founder and CEO, True Elements, and Founder, Proteus Partners, said, 

―They are more rational; their left brain works better.‖ 

 प   ग    ,   -     र और CEO, True Elements,          र, Proteus Partners       , ―        

          ;                       र      र      ‖ 
 However, he said, in his experience, members of these generations resigned from his 

organisation for ‗not having enough me time‘. 

                                     इ                               ‗                     

     ‘      र     र               
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 Balaji Sampath, Founder of AhaGuru, said, ―If you give them reasonably good purpose, they 

can spend time to do it. You have to focus on making it meaningful and purposeful.‖ 

 ब ऱ      प , AhaGuru                  , ―                                  ,           र     

                 इ         और                   र                ‖ 
 N. Bhalaji, Additional Director, Innovation, Incubation & Entrepreneurship – Medicine, 

Science, and Law, SRMIST, said members of these generations were adept at information 
acquisition and felt that there was an opportunity to synthesise the knowledge. 

  न. भ ऱ   ,     र         , इ      , इ                     –        ,   इ   और   , 
SRMIST           इ                      र        र              और                        
         र         र     

 ―Their strength is speed; they can improve in acquiring deeper knowledge,‖ he added. 

 ―                ;                  र          र  र        ,‖              

 
 

06M. Silver for Khandagale in World junior 
weightlifting 

         नयर     ऱ    ग म      गऱ     र   प   

 Yash Khandagale totalled 309kg to finish 
overall second and take the men‘s 71kg category 
silver at the World junior weightlifting championships in 
Ismailia, Egypt. 

 य      गऱ         309          र          र    र  
                और   म   ऱय ,  म                 

     र                                  71       ग  म  
र   प         

 Competing in Group ‗B', Khandagale lifted 
140kg in snatch and 169kg in clean and jerk to 

secure a silver and a bronze in the respective 
segments. 

   प ‗B‘              र                   न   म  140      
और  ऱ न         म  169          र         र   और 
                         

 His aggregate placed him behind gold medal 
winner Albert Ian Delos Santos (326kg) of the 
Philippines. 

             र                        ब    य न   ऱ         (326     ) ( फऱ प   )         र    
    

 Ecuador‘s Jimmy Lopez (301kg) bagged the bronze. 

       र      म  ऱ प   (301     )                   
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06M.  China‘s Wu Yize wins World 
snooker championship 

   न       य    न        न  र     पयन  प 

     

 China‘s Wu Yize won the World snooker 
championship for the first time with an 18-17 
victory over Shaun Murphy in the final at 
Sheffield‘s Crucible Theatre on Monday. 

           य            र                  बऱ     र 
     इ        न मफ     18-17     र  र        र 
      न  र     पयन  प       

 The 22-year-old is the second Chinese, 
and second youngest after Stephen Hendry, who 

was 21 while claiming his maiden title in 1990, to 
win the world crown after Zhao Xintong made 

history as the first Asian to lift the trophy last year. 

    22    य           र    न  और    फन             

   र              ,         1990    21              
                       , और       न  ग        

                        ,                        
    र                      इ                

GS Paper 1: Geography 06 May 2026 
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 नभ र    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

06M. PM ‗strongly‘ condemns attacks on oil hub in UAE 

    नम    न  UAE      ऱ     पर  मऱ     ‗   ‘  न       

 External Affairs Ministry calls Iran‘s strikes ‗unacceptable‘, says ‗targeting of civilian 
infrastructure and innocent civilians‘ must end; three Indians injured in the attacks; Modi to 
visit UAE on May 15 

                  र              ‗        ‘      ,        ‗    र        और           र      
            ‘               ;               र        ;      15       UAE      र   र    

 In one of his toughest statements amidst the war in West Asia, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi ―strongly condemned‖ the drone and missile attacks by Iran on oil installations in 
Fujairah where three Indians were injured, and affirmed ―solidarity‖ with the UAE. 

                                                                     नर   म        र      र  
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फ   र                   र            और     इ          ―         ‖   ,            र         

   , और UAE        ―       ‖          
 Mr. Modi‘s words, issued in a social media post, come days ahead of his visit to Abu Dhabi, 

where he is expected to strengthen ties with the UAE in talks with President Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan. 

                                         ,          ब    ब    र                    ,         
र       म   म   बन   य   ऱ न  य न                 UAE                     र                

 Earlier on Tuesday, the External Affairs Ministry issued a statement calling the attack 
―unacceptable‖, and said the ―targeting of civilian infrastructure and innocent civilians‖ must 
end. 

       र    इ                                   र   र इ          ―        ‖       और     
   ―    र        और           र                  ‖                 

 Both statements demanded an end to the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, where the U.S. 

attempted on Monday to forcibly open up shipping channels by sinking a number of Iranian 
boats, action that is believed to have triggered the Iranian attack. 

                 म     ऱ म म  य                    र                ,           र        र   
       र                   र   र                               ,       र              र  

        र       
 ―I strongly condemn the attacks on the UAE that resulted in injuries to three Indian nationals. 

Targeting civilians and infrastructure is unacceptable,‖ Mr. Modi said in his post. 

 ―   UAE  र                           र                   र        र                र   और 
                                 ,‖                              

 ―India stands in firm solidarity with the UAE and reiterates its support for the peaceful 
resolution of all issues through dialogue and diplomacy.‖ 

 ―  र  UAE                             और                                             
                                र       ‖ 

 The Ministry statement called for ―free and unimpeded navigation and commerce through the 
Strait of Hormuz in keeping with international law‖. 

                   ―   रर                                              और              और 
     र‖                

 ―India stands ready to support all efforts for a peaceful resolution of issues,‖ it added. 

 ―  र                                                   र              र   ,‖ इ              
 The attacks by the U.S. and Iran on Monday were the first serious outbreak of violence since 

the April 8 ceasefire that was agreed to in talks in Pakistan between the two countries. 

      र        र   और  र           8                  र                                     , 
                                                              

 The incidents on Monday led to fears of resumption of the war in West Asia that has already 
caused widespread losses across the world. 

      र                                    र                            ,                      
 र                         

 The government‘s response is believed to be aimed at sending a message of support to the 
UAE that has borne the brunt of Iran‘s attacks in an ‗asymmetric‘ response to the strikes 
initiated by the U.S. and Israel on February 28 this year. 

         र          र  र            UAE                                 ,           र   और 
इ र इ     र  28  र र                                 र      ‗      ‘                   

               
 Thus far, India has not named either the U.S. and Israel or Iran directly in criticising attacks 

during the war in West Asia. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e7
 

         र                                            र                र   और इ र इ  और 
      र                        

 However, the government has sent envoys to the Gulf, including External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar and National Security Adviser Ajit Doval who visited the UAE separately in April, 

and Prime Minister Modi‘s visit to Abu Dhabi, expected on May 15 on his way to a four-nation 
European tour, is expected to reinforce that message. 

          र  र                            ,                    .  य   र और र        र         र 

       भ ऱ         ,                    -    UAE      र      , और 15         र         
  र       र                                            इ           और        र                

 The Ministry has repeatedly expressed its concerns for Indians, estimated to be 10 million, 
living in the worst-hit areas of the Gulf region, especially the UAE, where Iranian drones and 
missiles set fire to oil facilities. 

             र-  र                         इ        र              1  र     र              
       ,       र UAE   ,       र        और     इ                                 

 The largest number of Indians, about 4.3 million, live and work in the UAE, making 
them about a third of the total population, as well as the biggest expatriate community. 

                        4.3          र    UAE    र    और      र     ,                      
          -         और                              

 Remittances from the Gulf to India amount to more than $40 billion a year, with the UAE the 
top earner, accounting for more than half. 

                र                      र           40  र     र           ,       UAE      
                  और                            

 

06M. Ethiopia, Sudan trade barbs over 
territorial integrity, insurgency 

    य  पय  और     न न      य        और          
ऱ  र   -   र  पर  र प-  य र प     

 Ethiopia and Sudan traded accusations on Tuesday 
that each had violated the other‘s territory. 

 इ         और                र      -   र   र     र   

                   -   र         य   म                       
 Sudan said it would recall its envoy following drone 

strikes launched from Ethiopia in collaboration with the 
UAE. 

                         र                     ,              

 र     र   (UAE)             इ                            

    
 Ethiopia accused Sudan‘s Army of supporting 

―mercenaries‖ with the Tigray People‘s Liberation Front. 

 इ                           र  र                    प प    ऱबर  न            ―              ‖ 
          र र       
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06M. Consider Teesta water sharing agreement under ‗current circumstances‘, 
says Bangladesh Minister 

 ब   ऱ     म    न     : ‗   म न प र     य ‘ म         ऱ ब    र   म     पर     र  र  

 In the wake of the Bharatiya Janata Party‘s (BJP) victory in the West Bengal Assembly 
election, Bangladesh has issued an urgent call to consider the long-pending Teesta water 
sharing agreement under the ―current circumstances.‖ 

                                 र              (BJP)                                        
             ऱ ब    र   म      र ―         र       ‖        र  र                           

 Outgoing Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has long been seen as a hurdle in efforts to 

resolve the dispute between India and Bangladesh. 

                   मम   बन                    र  और                                         
                              र       

 In Dhaka‘s first high-level response to the poll results, Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman on 

Tuesday reiterated Bangladesh‘s demand for a greater share of the Teesta‘s waters. 

                 र      र         -  र             ,               ऱऱ र र म न          र    
                                                        र    

 In case of any further ―push in‖ from the Indian side, he said, Bangladesh will take ―whatever 
measures are necessary‖. 

                     र              और ―    ‖       ,              ―                    ‖ 
        

 India and Bangladesh had reached an in-principle agreement to seal the deal on the Teesta‘s 
waters in 2011 during the Manmohan Singh-era, but the matter remained unresolved for 

several reasons including an alleged lack of coordination between the Central government 
and the Trinamool government in West Bengal led by Ms. Banerjee. 

   र  और              2011    मनम  न                      र                    र            

                ,                     र              र     ,            र  र और       

                 र  र,                         र र      ,                             
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 Referring to the 2011 agreement, Mr. Rahman said, ―We hope that the agreement reached at 
that time can be ‗considered‘ again under the current circumstances.‖ 

 2011                     र      ,    र           , ―                                  र 
         र             र    ‗    र‘                 ‖ 

Talks with Beijing 

 ब    ग              

 Mr. Rahman was speaking to journalists in Dhaka before leaving for Beijing, where he is 
expected to meet his counterpart Wang Yi. 

    र                 र          र र     ,                     र                 ,                
        ग य                          

 He indicated that, during his meetings there, he would discuss the Teesta River 
Comprehensive Management and Restoration Project that China has been campaigning 

for. 

                                      र             र               न    म   ब  न और प न    पन 

प रय  न   र       र     
 ―Of course, Teesta will be discussed, absolutely. This is a matter of life and death for the 

people of that region.‖ 

 ―      ,        र                                          और                 ‖ 
 Earlier on Monday, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Shama Obaid had described the 

election in West Bengal as a ―domestic development‖ of India. 

      र          र          म   ब                                र     ―    र       ‖       
    

 This was followed by Bangladesh Nationalist Party‘s Media Cell member Syrul Kabir Khan, 

who had expressed hope for positive developments in Dhaka-Delhi relations as both the 
Central and State governments will now be headed by the BJP. 

 इ                                                      ऱ  ब र   न        -                
   र                       ,              और र          र  र            BJP  र     

Concerns remain 

         बन         

 Meanwhile, commentators in Dhaka have expressed concern about the role played by the 
BJP‘s Suvendu Adhikari, who has complained about illegal immigrants from Bangladesh in 

West Bengal. 

 इ     ,                 र     BJP                र             र              ,               

                                                    
 Mr. Adhikari had earlier supported ousted Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, saying 

she had received a death sentence in October 2025 due to influence of Pakistan in 
Bangladesh. 

         र                                          न                  , और                
     र 2025                          र                         

 
 

TEESTA 

 The Teesta River is one of the major Himalayan rivers of eastern India and 

Bangladesh. 

 It is an important tributary of the Brahmaputra River system. 
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 The river originates in the Eastern Himalayas and plays a major role in the 

geography, economy, hydropower generation, irrigation and geopolitics of the 

region. 

 The Teesta is particularly significant for the Indian states of Sikkim and West 

Bengal, and for northern Bangladesh. 

 In recent years, the river has become important in discussions related to India-

Bangladesh water sharing agreements and climate change impacts on Himalayan 

rivers. 

 The Teesta River originates from the Tso Lhamo Lake in North Sikkim. 

 The source region lies near the Pauhunri Glacier in the Eastern Himalayas. 

 The river originates at an altitude of approximately 5,300 metres above sea 

level. 

 In its upper course, the river is fed by snowmelt and glaciers. 

Course of the River 

• The Teesta flows through Sikkim from north to south. 

• It then enters West Bengal near Sevoke. 

• The river cuts through deep Himalayan gorges and valleys. 

• After entering the plains, it flows into Bangladesh. 

• In Bangladesh, the Teesta finally joins the Jamuna River, which is the main 

distributary of the Brahmaputra. 

Length 

• Total length of the Teesta River is approximately 414 kilometres. 

• Around 315 kilometres of the river flows through India. 

• About 99 kilometres flows through Bangladesh. 

Important Tributaries 

• Rangit River. 

• Lachung Chu. 

• Lachen Chu. 

• Great Rangit is the largest tributary of the Teesta. 

Confluence 

• Lachen Chu and Lachung Chu meet at Chungthang in Sikkim to form the Teesta 

River. 

 

States and Regions Covered 

Country Regions/States 

India Sikkim, West Bengal 

Bangladesh Rangpur Division 
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06M. Separatists calling for Alberta‘s exit from Canada demand referendum 

   ब        न        ऱग   न     म  ग  रन    ऱ   ऱग      य  न   नम          म  ग    

 Alberta separatists said on Monday they have formally submitted almost 3,02,000 
signatures to try to trigger a referendum on the province leaving Canada. 

                               र                       3,02,000      र औ    र        
                         न                 र            र            

 The group needed 1,78,000 signatures to force the province to consider such a vote. 

 इ                     र     र  र           1,78,000      र                 
 The question of separation could go on a province-wide ballot as early as October, as Alberta 

Premier Danielle Smith has said she would move forward if enough names are gathered and 

verified. 

                   र      र                       र             ,                      र 
   न ऱ   म                                  और                                     

 Ms. Smith has said she personally does not support the oil-rich province leaving Canada. 

                                         इ     -                                              
 र       
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 A ―yes‖ vote would not trigger independence automatically as negotiations with the federal 
government would have to take place. 

 ―   ‖                              ,              र  र                र         
 Mitch Sylvestre, the head of Stay Free Alberta, arrived at the Elections Alberta office in 

Edmonton on Monday leading a convoy of seven trucks to deliver the names. 

  म          ,          ब           ,      र                इ                            ,      
                                 र           

 ―This day is historic in Alberta history,‖ Mr. Sylvestre said adding that most papers were 
handled five times to verify the signatures. 

 ―                 इ                    ,‖                    और              र                  

                           र            
 However, the petition could face another hurdle this week as a ruling is expected on a court 

challenge launched by a group of Alberta First Nations who say Alberta separation would 
violate treaty rights. 

        , इ            इ           और                र             ,                      
                    र     र                  र                      ,                     

          र             र     
 Ms. Smith has accused previous federal Liberal governments of introducing legislation that 

hamstrings Alberta‘s ability to produce and export oil, which she said has cost the province 
billions of dollars. 

                            र   र  र   र  र                                                  
           और                      ,                र      र                

 She also said she does not want the federal government meddling in provincial issues. 

                               र  र                                          
 Some indigenous groups, who are already using the courts to prevent the referendum, would 

try to stop independence from happening, Daniel Béland, a political science professor at 
McGill University in Montreal, said while adding that a referendum is likely to lose. 

                 ,                            र                        र     र     ,         
           र               र   ,            म   गऱ य  न          र                     र    नयऱ 

ब ऱ          और                        र                  

 

 

06M. Circassians living in Israel rely on food and language to sustain ancient 
heritage 
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   र  ऱ म  र न    ऱ       यन ऱ ग  पन      न   र       बन   र न      ऱ  भ  न और 
भ    पर  नभ र    

 On a sunny afternoon, Shina Shabso was busy making traditional cheese pastries for a 

wedding on Israel‘s border with Lebanon, the celebration in the Circassian village of 
Rehaniya, a much-needed break from weeks of war. 

         र      र      न    ब                र इ र इ                      र   र            
    र      ,              र    नय           र                        र  र        

 Known as halyuj, the fried semi-circular pastries are a staple of life in this tiny community of 

Circassians spread across two villages in northern Israel and are served up to honour guests 
at a celebration or to comfort those who mourn. 

   य                                          -            र  इ र इ                      इ       
                                            और इ       र                                    

                             र             
 ―Preserving traditional food, especially Circassian cheese, is very important because in Israel 

we are a minority of around 5,000,‖ said Ms. Shabso, who filled the pastries with her own 
freshly-made cheese, a tradition passed down through families for generations. 

 ―  र   र      ,     र                  र     र                          इ र इ        

     5,000               ,‖                  ,    इ                                  र     , 
    र  र                  र       

 ―It is important for the next generation to know where we came from, what people used to eat 
and how they used to produce it,‖ said the 32-year-old artisan cheesemaker who runs Gvinot 
Shabso with her husband Itzik. 

 ―                            र                     ,                 और                  ,‖ 32 

       र  र                   ,                             न     ब             
 It is an explanation she often gave tour groups who would visit before the northern border 

started coming under heavy Hezbollah fire with the start of the 2023 Gaza war. 

                       र   र                   ,    2023                             र       
 र    ब  ऱ        र        र                                    

 Like their Jewish and Arab neighbours, the Circassians — Sunni Muslims who serve in the 

Israeli Army — have had their lives disrupted by the latest fighting between Hezbollah and 
Israel that began in March. 

            और  र              र ,         —       न  म   ऱम    और इ र इ                
 र      —                           और इ र इ                                

 For now, though, the skies were clear with only a few distant booms echoing over the border 
some 4.5 kilometres away. 

       ,              और      4.5        र   र           र            र             
               र        

Long history 

 ऱ ब         

 The Circassians are an ethnic group indigenous to the North Caucasus, a mountainous 

region between the Black and Caspian seas, in what is today primarily southern Russia. 

                             न                           ,            र और            र    
                     ,                              

 They were massacred and forcibly expelled from their homeland by Russian troops between 
1860 and 1864 in what their descendants want recognised as genocide, its anniversary 
marked every May 21. 
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 1860    1864                      र        र    र          और        र                     
   ,                 र    र                                ,                र 21            

         
 Known for their resilience to harsh conditions, fighting skills, and loyalty. 

       र   र                   ,           और                            
 Ms. Shabso. ―We feel connected to the state of Israel, we are really attached to the Israelis 

here. It is like an inseparable part of my life,‖ she said. 

                  , ―   इ र इ  र                       र     ,                                     

  र                           ‖ 
 Her cheese business survived thanks to loyal customers spreading the word, with orders now 

coming from across the country, she said. 

                                       र             र      र               और      र      

      र   र       
 ―I do not really know the history of the Circassian people but I drive 45 minutes just to buy 

these delicious things,‖ Zeev Dragobetsky, 52, a veteran customer from Kfar Vradim, said 

with a grin. 

 ―                   इ                ,          इ                   र            45      

  इ   र      ,‖       ग ब     , 52,  फर  र   म                    र             
 ―Whether there is a war or not, whenever Shina starts to fry (her cheese pastries), I would 

come — rockets or no rockets.‖ 

 ―                    ,                            र     ,          — र                ‖ 
 are taught Circassian as part of the education system,‖ Mr. Tchaocho said. 

 ―                                                          ,‖                   
 The everyday use of Circassian is what sets the community apart, according to Riyad Gosh, 

80, former head of Circassian heritage at Israel‘s Education Ministry. 

                                        इ                        ,    इ र इ          
                    र                  रय   ग   (80)         

 ―We have retained our Circassian identity 100 per cent. We preserve our community in 
language, culture, customs, and behaviour,‖ he said, wearing a green baseball cap with the 
12 gold stars and three crossed arrows of the Circassian flag. 

           , ―                           100            र                   ,        , 

 र  र    और      र                     र     र     ,‖                        12     र      र  
और           र        र           र       

 Although the recent conflicts have been hard on everyone in the community, no one would 
consider leaving, least of all Ms. Shabso. 

                                                             ,   र                     र          
     ,     र             

 ―we, 1,20,000 in Syria and 1,00,000 in Jordan, while the rest are scattered across Russia, 
Europe, and the United States.‖ 

 ―        1,20,000    र      और 1,00,000            ,             ,   र   और     र               

   ‖ 
 ―When the rulers changed, the Circassians stuck with it, they are people of their word. Loyalty 

means you are loyal to your surroundings,‖ said Zuher Tchaocho, 52, director of the 
Circassian museum in Kfar Kama, another Circassian village. 

 ―              र  ,                          र     र  ,                                      
               र                र     ,‖    र       , 52,  फर   म                        
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 Although he speaks Hebrew, his native tongue is Circassian — a phonetically-rich language 
based on 64 letters written in Cyrillic that graces the street signs, alongside Hebrew and 
Arabic. 

                         ,                          —    64   र   र     र                 
             ,       र                         और                 र      और  र                

         
 ―This is the only place in the world where children are taught Circassian as part of the 

education system,‖ Mr. Tchaocho said. 

                 , ―                                                                     
                      ‖ 

 The everyday use of Circassian is what sets the community apart, according to Riyad Gosh. 

  र                र,                                इ                          
 Although the recent conflicts have been hard on everyone in the community, no one would 

consider leaving, least of all Ms. Shabso. 

                                              ,   र                       र       र  ,     र 
            

 ―We feel connected to the state of Israel, we are really attached to the Israelis here. It is like 
an inseparable part of my life,‖ she said. 

           , ―   इ र इ                     र     ,                    र    र                 र       

                    ‖ 
 Her cheese business survived thanks to loyal customers spreading the word, with orders now 

coming from across the country, she said. 

                    र            र                  र   और      र            र   र       
 ―I do not really know the history of the Circassian people but I drive 45 minutes just to buy 

these delicious things,‖ Zeev Dragobetsky, 52, a veteran customer from Kfar Vradim, said 
with a grin. 

 ―                   इ                ,       इ                      45        इ   र      ,‖ 
  र  र                            (52)         र             

 ―Whether there is a war or not, whenever Shina starts to fry (her cheese pastries), I would 
come — rockets or no rockets.‖ 

 ―                    ,                         ,          — र                ‖ 
 

Circassians 
• The Circassians are an indigenous ethnic group originally belonging to the Northwestern 
Caucasus region near the eastern coast of the Black Sea. 
• They are also known as the Adyghe people. 
• The historical homeland of the Circassians lies mainly in present-day Russia‘s North Caucasus 
region, especially in the republics of Adygea, Kabardino-Balkaria, and Karachay-Cherkessia. 
• Circassians are famous for their warrior culture, horse-riding traditions, music, dance, and strong 
community identity. 
• Today, a large proportion of Circassians live outside their original homeland because of historical 
displacement during the 19th century Russian-Circassian War. 
Geographical Location of Circassians 
Core Homeland 
• The Circassian homeland is located in the North Caucasus Mountains between the Black Sea and 
the Caspian Sea. 
• The region has rugged mountains, dense forests, river valleys, and coastal plains. 
• Important rivers include the Kuban River and its tributaries. 
• The region experiences a mix of humid subtropical climate near the Black Sea coast and 
continental climate in interior mountain regions. 
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Present-Day Distribution 
• Today, Circassians are spread 
across several countries due to forced 
migration and diaspora movements. 
• Major Circassian populations are 
found in: 
• Russia 
• Turkey 
• Jordan 
• Syria 
• Israel 
• Europe 
• United States 
• Turkey hosts the world‘s largest Circassian diaspora population. 
• In Israel, Circassians mainly live in the villages of Kfar Kama and Rehaniya in northern Israel. 
Ethnic and Linguistic Identity 
• Circassians belong to the Northwest Caucasian ethnic group. 
• Their language belongs to the Northwest Caucasian language family. 
• Major dialects include: 
• Adyghe 
• Kabardian 
• Circassian languages are known for highly complex consonant systems. 
• Traditionally, the language was oral, but written scripts later developed using Arabic, Latin, and 
eventually Cyrillic alphabets. 
Religion 
• Most Circassians today follow Sunni Islam. 
• Islam spread widely among Circassians between the 16th and 19th centuries. 
• Before Islam, Circassians practiced indigenous beliefs and some elements of Christianity. 
• Traditional Circassian customs are governed by a cultural code known as Adyghe Xabze. 
Adyghe Xabze 
• It is the traditional ethical and social system of Circassian society. 
• It emphasizes: 
• Respect for elders 
• Hospitality 
• Honor 
• Community responsibility 
• Courage and discipline 
Historical Background 
Russian-Circassian War 
• The most important event in Circassian history was the prolonged conflict with the Russian Empire 
during the 18th and 19th centuries. 
• The war officially ended in 1864. 
• Following Russian victory, large numbers of Circassians were expelled from their homeland.  
• Historians describe this event as one of the major forced migrations of the 19th century. 
• Many Circassians migrated to territories of the Ottoman Empire. 
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Circassian Diaspora 
• The Circassian diaspora emerged mainly after 1864. 
• Millions of descendants today live outside the Caucasus region. 
• Diaspora communities maintained cultural identity through language, dance, cuisine, and social 
institutions. 
Circassians in Israel 
Settlement 
• Circassians settled in Ottoman-controlled Palestine in the late 19th century. 
• Two major villages are: 
• Kfar Kama 
• Rehaniya 
• These villages are located in northern Israel near the Lebanese border region. 
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 र ,         फ      

06M Top court judge says PIL has become ‗paisa interest litigation‘ 

         ऱ      य य     न      PIL बन गय     ‗प        य     ‘ 
06M Cabinet approves four more judges for Supreme Court 

    बन   न      म      म    र और  य य         म   र     
06M Cabinet gives nod to make insult to Vande Mataram an offence 

    बन   न       म  रम       पम न     पर   बन न     म   र     
06M 30 banks integrated with UDGAM portal to help legal heirs trace funds 

   न न    र      रय      न    न  म  म       ऱ  30 ब   UDGAM प   ऱ         ग  
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06M How ‗bulldozer justice‘ undermines the law 

‗ब ऱ   र  य य‘        र   न न     म  र  र      
06M Supreme Court defines life imprisonment 

     म      न      न   र        प रभ       य  
 
 

06M. Won‘t resign as we did not lose, it 
is a forcible attempt to defeat us, says 

Mamata 

 न      ग      फ   य     म न      र    ,  म  
 र न     य     बऱप             ,         
मम   

 A day after her party suffered a massive 
setback in the Assembly election in West Bengal, 
Trinamool Congress chairperson Mamata 
Banerjee said on Tuesday she would not resign as 
Chief Minister as ―we did not lose the election‖. 

                            प   म ब ग ऱ    
    न भ    न        र          ,    म ऱ           
     मम   बन            र              म  यम    
      इ                      ―                र    ‖  

 ―The question does not arise. We did not 
lose the election. It is their forcible attempt to defeat 
us. Officially, through the Election Commission, 

they may defeat us. But morally, I am telling you, 
we won the election,‖ she said. 

 ―                                      र           र    
                                   र       , 
 न    न  य ग                     र                 

                        र      ,                   ,‖ 
            

 Addressing a press conference at her 
residence, her first media interaction after the 
electoral setback, Ms. Banerjee repeatedly targeted 
the Election Commission, saying the real contest 
was not with the BJP but with the poll body. 

            र                               र   
   ,                                              , 
               र-  र  न    न  य ग  र             
और                     ब   प                     

            
 ―They have forcibly captured the State,‖ she 

said. 

 ―       र     र               र        ,‖        
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 The BJP won 207 of the 293 Assembly seats counted on Monday, while the Trinamool was 

reduced to 80 seats. 

      र            293     न भ             ब   प     207           ,         म ऱ    र 80      
 र       

 Ms. Banerjee lost the Bhabanipur constituency to BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari. 

           भ  न प र                 ब   प                   र       र     
 Ms. Banerjee was sworn in as Chief Minister for a third term on May 5, 2021, and her five-

year term expired on Tuesday night. 

              5    2021       र    र म  यम                   , और                        

      र र                 
 Sources at the Lok Bhavan in Kolkata said there was no hindrance to the formation of a 

government and that it was just a custom for the outgoing Chief Minister to tender 

resignation. 

            ऱ   भ न                    र  र                         और             र  र        

         म  यम    इ               
 Experts say it makes little difference whether a Chief Minister formally resigns or not. 

                                           र       म  यम    औ    र        इ                 
      

 ―Once the government and this term expire, everything is null and void. None of these 
positions, including the CM or the Ministers, holds any value even if they don‘t resign,‖ 
Jawhar Sircar, former Chief Electoral Officer of West Bengal, said. 

 ―     र  र  र और                                             और                   इ      
            ,       म  यम                    ,               र   ,           इ          ,‖       

                                र      र  र  र         
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06M. Assam Assembly may not have a Leader of Opposition 

   म     न भ  म    भ      प     न    न      ग  

 The 126-member Assam Assembly may not have an officially recognised Leader of the 
Opposition. 

 126    य य   म     न भ                  र                      प     न               
 The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its two regional allies bagged 102 seats, while the 

Opposition alliance managed 21. 

 भ र  य  न   प    (ब   प ) और                           102           ,                      
21                 

 The Congress won 19 of these and the Raijor Dal two. 

 इ                 19            और र    र  ऱ                   
 Of the remaining three seats, the minority-based All India United Democratic Front (AIUDF) 

and the Trinamool Congress won two and one, respectively. 

                                  र  ऑऱ     य  य न        म           (AIUDF) और    म ऱ 

                  और              
 They are not part of the Congress-led front. 

          -न        ऱ  ग ब  न                   
 On February 26, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma claimed that for a party to seek the 

Leader of the Opposition post, it must secure at least 24 seats on its own symbol. 

 26  र र                म     ब     रम                                 प     न                  
                     र          24                  

 However, according to the rules, an Opposition party must possess at least one-sixth of the 
total strength of the House for one of its MLAs to be formally recognised as the Leader of 
the Opposition. 

                       र,                                                            -    
                                          औ    र          प     न                    

 The minimum number in the Assam Assembly, thus, works out to 21. 

 इ     र   म     न भ                  21            
 ―The rules are very clear,‖ Mr. Sarma said after the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance 

swept the polls with an unprecedented tally. 

 ―                 ,‖     र         ,    ब   प -न        ऱ  र    य  न       ग ब  न             
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06M. How Vijay formed a grassroots base even before launching TVK 

    य न  TVK ऱ     रन     प ऱ              म न     र बन य  

 The actor-turned-politician implemented several welfare measures in Tamil Nadu, 
including free canteens, distribution of computers, study centres, blood donation camps, 

and extended support to regional, national political causes over the years. 

   भन       न    बन             मऱन            य    र   प य         ,       म        न, 

   य  र    र ,          , र    न     र, और                र      र          र            

               
 The transition from a celebrated cinematic star to the top contender in Tamil Nadu politics 

was not an overnight phenomenon for actor-turned-politician and Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
president C. Joseph Vijay. 

                    र       मऱन    र  न                  र              र                     
    और   मऱग         गम           .     फ    य                                      

 Rather, it is a result of years of calibrated public outreach that blended cinema-driven 
popularity with carefully structured social and political interventions. 

                                             र      ,                  र              
               र            और र                                 

 Before officially launching the TVK in February 2024, Mr. Vijay, a top hero in Kollywood, had 

engaged in extensive grassroots outreach and intervention over a span of 15 years. 
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  र र  2024          र        TVK       र          ,    ऱ                               15 

                     र  र         और                
 Mr. Vijay, who was introduced to the world of cinema by his director-father S.A. 

Chandrasekhar gradually cultivated his fan base by acting in commercial entertainer movies 

with a focus on family subjects. 

        ,                  -       . .       र                      र     र      ,       र   र  

       र     र               र                    र     र -  र                      

      
 His father played an instrumental role in carefully cultivating an image for Mr. Vijay. 

                                                     र                             
 As his fan base swelled, Mr. Vijay formally launched Vijay Makkal Iyakkam (VMI) in 2009 to 

engage with them and to carry out welfare initiatives. 

     -                          ,            2009                         और        र       
 र          औ    र           य म  ऱ  य  म (VMI)            

 More than 80,000 fan club units were set up under VMI. 

 VMI        80,000         फ न  ऱब     य                 
 Over the years, Mr. Vijay, through VMI, has implemented several welfare measures, including 

free canteens, study centres, distribution of computers, and blood donation camps. 

                   VMI                       र               ,                  ,       

   ,       र    र  और र          र           
 The organisation also carried out disaster relief operations during Cyclone Thane in 2011, 

the Chennai floods in 2015, and Cyclone Gaja in 2018. 

 इ           2011            न , 2015       न  ब  , और 2018          ग         र        
र                 

 Apart from welfare initiatives, Mr. Vijay extended support to regional and national political 
causes. 

        र               ,                  और र      र                                
 In 2009, Mr. Vijay, along with his fans, observed a fast in Chennai to express solidarity with 

Sri Lankan Tamils. 

 2009                                      र            ऱ       मऱ                      

 र                      
 In 2011, he organised a massive hunger strike in Nagapattinam, demanding the Centre‘s 

intervention against repeated mid-sea arrests of, and attacks on, Tamil Nadu fishermen by 
the Sri Lankan Navy. 

 2011           न गप   नम                                ,                                 
    र       र-  र           र   र  और   ऱ     न   न     र                                   

 In January 2017, Mr. Vijay extended support to massive protests against the ban on 
Jallikattu, the traditional bull-taming sport of the State. 

    र  2017               र         र   र     -      ऱ       र                         
                      

 He visited the protest site at Marina beach in Chennai, incognito at night, with his face 
covered by a handkerchief, to sit in silent solidarity. 

                 मर न  ब    र   र          र                   र      ,    र                र 
                   

 Later that year, Mr. Vijay met the family members of S. Anitha, a topper in the Class XII 
examination, who ended her life after she failed to clear the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET). 
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                               12       र   .   न        र  र              ,         NEET 

(र    य प             पर   )        र                      र        
 He met them at their doorstep in Ariyalur, and consoled the grieving family. 

          रय ऱ र          र    र           र  र                
 In 2018, following the police firing during the anti-Sterlite protests in Thoothukudi that killed 

14 people, Mr. Vijay visited the family members of some of the victims at their doorstep. 

 2018           रन      रऱ      र               र             र      14                   ,    
                    र  र           र    र             

 He rode pillion on a two-wheeler to avoid the media limelight. 

                                                       र          र          
 On various occasions, Mr. Vijay had met national political leaders and activists. 

            र   र            र      र               और                           
 He met Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in 2009, social activist Anna Hazare in 2011, and 

BJP leader and then Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi before the 2014 Lok Sabha polls. 

        2009                र   ऱ ग    , 2011                       न     र , और 2014        
                                        र            नर   म                   

Felicitation events 

   म न  म र   

 Mr. Vijay has also hosted felicitation events for Class X and Class XII toppers from across 
Tamil Nadu in recent years. 

                                    र        10 और     12                          र      
               

 VMI was the launchpad for Mr. Vijay in electoral politics. 

 VMI                       र                               
 Many members of VMI contested as independents in the 2021 local body polls, and over 100 

of them emerged victorious. 

 VMI                2021                                       र                    और      
   100                    
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06M. Draft strict rules to deny parole to persons convicted of sexual offences, 

says Fadnavis 

 य न  पर    म        य   य     प र ऱ   न      न  र  रन      ऱ       नयम बन न     
म       य र  र ,         फ      

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis on Tuesday sought the drafting of stringent 
rules to ensure that parole is not granted to persons convicted of sexual offences. 

    र       म  यम          फ               र                               र  र              
     य न  पर                       प र ऱ             

 The directive, which was given during a Cabinet meeting held in Mumbai during the day, 

comes amid the case of a 65-year-old man with a criminal record who allegedly sexually 
assaulted and murdered a four-year-old girl at Narsapur in Bhor tehsil of Pune district on May 
1. 

                                    बन   ब         र           ,       65        र      र     
                                 ,      र 1                      र           र    र      र      

                                और          र       
 Mr. Fadnavis noted that the accused in the case had committed similar offences twice earlier 

and highlighted the need to prevent repeat offenders from misusing parole. 

                     इ            र                    र        र          और        प र ऱ 

              र              र-  र   र    र           र                 र   र       
 The accused was booked on charges of sexual harassment in 1998 and 2015 and later 

acquitted in both cases, according to the police. 
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               र,  र     र 1998 और 2015                   र                            और 
                          र   र              

 The Chief Minister directed officials in the Law and Judiciary Department to make changes 
to the jail manual to include rules to deny parole to persons convicted of sexual offences. 

 म  यम         न न      य य   भ ग          र                           र   और       र       
                प र ऱ         इ   र  र                  र                  

 ―A similar rule was brought by our government in 2017-18, but was struck down by the court. 
It has been seen that 80% of such crimes are committed by repeat offenders. This accused 
too was a repeat sexual offender,‖ a senior official in the Chief Minister‘s Office said. 

 ―   र   र  र    2017-18                          ,                       र   र             

                   80%   र     र-  र   र    र           र                   र            र-
  र       र    र          ,‖                          र        र          

Autopsy report 

 प   म   म  रप    

 The findings of the postmortem report indicate ‗asphyxia‘ as the cause of death of the four-

year-old victim, the police said on Tuesday. 

                र             प   म   म  रप                   र                         र  ‗ म 

   न  (asphyxia)‘               
 The accused gagged the victim by stuffing a cloth in her mouth, which led to suffocation. 

  र                                   र          र   ,                        
 The report also indicated injuries on the child‘s body, the police said. 

  र                 र र  र                             ,               
 Earlier in the day, NCP (SP) leader Supriya Sule met Mr. Fadnavis and sought effective 

implementation of the Shakti Act enacted by the Maha Vikas Aghadi government to enhance 

women‘s safety. 

            , NCP (SP)          य    ऱ                             और              र         
                        र  र    र                   नयम                                

Furlough (फर्लो)  
 Furlough is a short-term, conditional release granted to prisoners as a reward for good 

behavior and to help them maintain familial and social ties. 

 Furlough is considered a matter of right for eligible prisoners, subject to certain conditions. 

 Purpose of Furlough: The main aim is to enable prisoners to remain connected with 

society and their families, aiding in their reintegration after release. 

 Eligibility for Furlough 

 Generally granted to prisoners who have served a minimum portion of their sentence and 

maintained good conduct during incarceration. 

 Eligibility criteria can vary across different states and union territories. 

 Duration of Furlough: The period is usually fixed and ranges from a few days to a few 

weeks, depending on state prison rules. 

 Legal Framework for Furlough: Under the Delhi Prison Act, 2000, furlough is granted to 

convicted prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for five years or more and who 

have served at least three years. 
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Parole (पैरोर्ल)  

 Parole is a temporary release granted for a specific purpose, like a family emergency or 

personal issue. 

 It is not a right, but a privilege given at the discretion of authorities. 

 Purpose of Parole: Meant to address urgent personal or family matters, allowing the 

prisoner to fulfill obligations or handle emergencies. 

 Eligibility for Parole 

o Considered on a case-by-case basis, requiring prisoners to have served a 

minimum portion of sentence. 

o Factors include nature of the offense, conduct in prison, and reason cited for 

parole. 

 Duration of Parole: Generally shorter than furlough, ranging from a few days to a month, 

based on urgency. 

 Legal Framework for Parole: The Model Prisons and Correctional Services Act, 2023 

provides guidelines for parole, stressing its role in reformation and rehabilitation. 

Key Differences Between Furlough and Parole 

 Purpose: Furlough is for social reintegration and reward, while parole is for emergencies. 

 Right vs. Privilege: Furlough is a right (if eligible), parole is a privilege. 

 Duration and Frequency: Furlough is granted for a fixed period and periodically, whereas 

parole is occasion-specific and shorter. 

 Conditions and Violations: Both involve conditions. Violating parole may lead to 

immediate revocation and legal action. Furlough violations impact future eligibility. 

 The Model Prisons and Correctional Services Act, 2023 seeks uniformity in 

implementation of furlough and parole provisions, focusing on reform and rehabilitation. 
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06M. Top court judge says PIL has become ‗paisa interest litigation‘ 

         ऱ      य य     न      PIL बन गय     ‗प        य     ‘ 

 The Supreme Court judge Justice B.V. Nagarathna on Tuesday said public interest 
litigation (PIL), a unique mechanism initiated by the Indian judiciary post-Emergency to 

―bring social justice within the reach of the common man‖, has lately metamorphosed into 
‗private interest litigation‘, ‗publicity interest litigation‘ and even ‗paisa‘ and ‗political‘ 
interest litigation. 

     म                        ब .  . न गर न           र            न    य      (PIL),      
                 र                  र  ―           र                          ‖        

               ,           ‗               ‘, ‗   र           ‘ और            ‗    ‘ और 
‗र       ‘                          

 The judge, who is part of a nine-judge Bench hearing the Sabarimala review petitions, said 
articles are being published in newspapers merely for the sake of filing PIL pleas. 

            ,     बर म ऱ  प न     र य         र         र र     -                          
  ,               र              PIL य               र                           र       

 Justice Nagarathna‘s oral observations follow submissions made by the Centre in the 
Sabarimala case to do away with PIL jurisdiction. 

       न गर न                          र  र    र   बर म ऱ  म मऱ     PIL         र       

 र                       
 ―The time has come not merely to recalibrate PIL, but to remove it,‖ the Centre had submitted 

through Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta. 

 ―                        PIL                  र          ,      इ              ,‖        
       र   र      र म                         

 One of the arguments raised by the Centre was about the locus standi of the original writ 
petitioner, Indian Young Lawyers Association. 

        र                                         ऱ          (     र)              ,        यन 

य ग ऱ य          न     
 The NGO was the first to challenge the prohibition on women aged 10 to 50 from entering the 

Sabarimala temple. 

    NGO           10    50                    बर म ऱ  म   र          र                       
         

 The legal challenge, which dated back to 2006, culminated in a five-judge Bench upholding 
the right of women of all ages to enter and worship at the temple. 

                  2006           र        -                    र                           र 
        और              र         र                      

 The September 2018 judgment, delivered by a Bench headed by then Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra (now retired), had compared the bar on women to the practice of untouchability. 

      र 2018         ,                            प   म   (            )                
              ,             र                   प  य                    

 However, on Tuesday, Chief Justice of India Surya Kant asked the NGO‘s lawyer, advocate 
Ravi Prakash Gupta, what ―business‖ his client had to question the temple prohibition. 

        ,       र      र                     य          NGO         र        ग                

                    र                              ―     ‖     
 Mr. Gupta submitted that the petition was triggered by news articles on a sex scandal 

involving a priest of the Sabarimala temple. 

                               बर म ऱ  म   र           र                        र        र      



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
8 

 Chief Justice Kant asked how the question that PILs were not considered adversarial. 

                                              PIL                              
 Rejecting the need for a review of the 2018 judgment, Mr. Gupta questioned the very reason 

given for the existence of the prohibition - that the presence of young women was anathema 
to the Sabarimala deity. 

 2018                     र                  र   र                               र   र         

                                  बर म ऱ                        
 ―They say the deity does not like the presence of young ladies… Is that said as an expression 

of regard towards the deity, or is it meant as an insult to the deity? Are they putting words in 
the mouth of Lord Ayyappa?‖ Mr. Gupta asked. 

 ―                                                       र  …                                 
     ?                य प                     र     ?‖                   

 Justice B.V. Nagarathna interjected sharply, querying, ―How are you concerned with all this, 
tell us? Is it in any way your business?‖ 

         .  .    र                          र           , ―     इ               ,    इ ?     
            र              ?‖ 

 of the prohibition on women of a certain age at the temple was in any way connected to the 
scandal involving the priest. 

     र                              र               र  
                           र            

 The CJI said the apex court could instead have 
done better by taking suo motu cognisance of the 

allegations against the priest, ordering a day-to-day trial 
and ensuring that he was brought to justice if found 
guilty. 

                                           र     र 
                  र            र     र          न 

(suo motu)     , र                          और      
          र                र           

 The CJI said the Supreme Court should have 
thrown the association‘s writ petition into the ―dustbin‖. 

                                       इ                
   ―       ‖                       

 At one point, Chief Justice Kant asked whether 
the NGO had considered itself ―the chief priest of the 
country‖. 

         र                                   NGO     

   ―                र ‖           
 The CJI said there was a real difference 

between a meddler and a bona fide PIL petitioner. 

                                     और    

        PIL य                    र          
 Mr. Gupta submitted that PILs were not 

considered adversarial. 

                    PIL                                  
06M. Cabinet approves four more judges 

for Supreme Court 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
9 

    बन   न      म      म    र और  य य         म   र     

 The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved an increase in the number of judges of the 
Supreme Court from 34, which includes the Chief Justice of India, to a total of 38. 

          बन            र        म                            34        र 38  र          र    , 
        र                                

 Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the top court currently has a sanctioned strength of 
33 judges and the Chief Justice of India (CJI). 

                न                                             33                              
और   र                   (CJI)           

 A Bill would be brought in the next session of Parliament to raise this strength by four. 

 इ             र                                        य              
 The Cabinet approval is a step towards tiding over the continuing crisis of pendency plaguing 

the court for years now, especially after the pandemic, when the facility of e-filing increased 

the inflow. 

                र                     र   ऱ  ब  म मऱ      म य  (pendency)      र  र           
            ,     र      र             -फ   ऱ ग                                    

 The current backlog is 92,385 cases, and threatening to reach six figures even as the court is 

going into summer recess or ―partial working days‖ in June. 

                             92,385    और                                       ―      

          ‖                                                   
 The government‘s approval for more judges on the Supreme Court is after a six-year hiatus. 

                                  र  र        र               र                 
 Parliament last amended Section 2 of the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956 in 

2019, raising the sanctioned strength from 31 to 33 (excluding the Chief Justice of India). 

            र    र 2019        म      ( य य            य )     नयम, 1956      र  2           

       ,                    31        र 33          (                     र)  
 The Cabinet approval would be followed by an amendment to the 1956 Act. 

                र         1956                                  
 Article 124(1) gives Parliament the sole authority of increasing the sanctioned strength of the 

Supreme Court. 

         124(1)     म                                          र                  
 Once the amended law comes into force, the Supreme Court Collegium would recommend 

judges to the government for appointment to the top court. 

                                             ऱ   यम  र  र                                 

                  र   र     
 At present, there are two judicial vacancies in the Supreme Court. 

               म                       र       
 These are of the current Chief Justice of India Surya Kant‘s immediate predecessor, Justice 

B.R. Gavai, who retired in November 2025, and Justice Rajesh Bindal, who completed office 

in April 2026. 

                           य                                 ब . र. ग  ,        र 2025    
             , और          र      ब  ऱ,              2026              र      ,           

 Three more judges are scheduled to retire in 2026. 

 2026        और                                  
 Justices J.K. Maheshwari and Pankaj Mithal will complete their tenure in June, and Justice 

Sanjay Karol in August 2026. 
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            .  . म     र  और प     म ऱ                       र   र   , और             य 

 र ऱ      2026                    

06M. Cabinet gives nod to 
make insult to Vande 
Mataram an offence 

    बन   न       म  रम       पम न 

    पर   बन न     म   र     

 The Prevention of Insults 
to National Honour Act, 1971 will 

have to be amended to bring the 
move into effect and add clauses on 
punishment. 

 र    य   म न  पम न  न  र  

    नयम, 1971            र        
     इ                          
और                               
     

 The Union Cabinet on 

Tuesday gave the go-ahead to 
amend the Prevention of Insults to 
National Honour Act, 1971 to make 
any insult or obstruction to the 
singing of National Song Vande 
Mataram a punishable offence, a 

government source told The Hindu. 

       र        य    बन      र    य 

  म न  पम न  न  र      नयम, 

1971                  र          

र               म  रम                   
                             र   

            ,     र  र                 
          

 At present, insults to the 
National Anthem Jana Gana Mana, 

the National Flag and the 
Constitution is mentioned in the 
1971 Act and is punishable by 

imprisonment of up to three years or a fine or both. 

           1971            र           न ग  मन, र          और                     
         और इ                                                                  

 The Cabinet decision comes a day after the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) secured a landslide 
victory in West Bengal winning 207 out of 293 contested Assembly seats and was all set to 
form the government for the first time in the State. 

                                         र              (ब   प )                   293       
207                   र   र                   और        र र        र  र              र   र 
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 Vande Mataram, the salutation of India imagined as a mother, was written by Bankim 
Chandra Chattopadhyay and published with his novel Anandamath in the early 1880s. 

   र                                     म  रम      ब   म         प  य य            और इ   
             न  म         1880                                        

 In 1937, leaders of the Congress, which was leading the national movement, decided to use 

the first two stanzas at its gatherings, and the Constitution of the modern Republic of India 
accorded it the status of the National Song. 

 1937    र                        र र                       इ                                   
       र                 और          र      र                  इ   र                  
      

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has accused the Congress of truncating the song to appease 

the Muslim League during British rule. 

          नर   म               र                 र                      र          इ         
      र       र             

Set of instructions 

  न            

 On February 6, the Union Home Ministry, in a set of instructions to States and government 
bodies, said that all the six stanzas of Vande Mataram, that comes to a little over three 

minutes long, should be sung or played at official events. 

 6  र र                         र     और  र  र                                          

               म  रम                          र                                       
 It said that the National Song should be given precedence before the National Anthem, 

written and composed by Rabindranath Tagore, when both the songs are played at an 

event. 

                                                          र             र         ,      
र    न     ग र         और                 ,                                 

 The Ministry guidelines on Vande Mataram are advisory in nature and did not have a 

statutory backing. 

      म  रम    र               -            र              और                    र          
 The Cabinet‘s decision to amend the 1971 Act would make any insult to the national song a 

punishable offence. 

 1971                                    र                                       र       
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06M. 30 banks integrated with UDGAM portal to help legal heirs trace funds 

   न न    र      रय      न    न  म  म       ऱ  30 ब   UDGAM प   ऱ         ग  

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) told the Supreme Court on Tuesday that 30 banks have 
been integrated into its centralised web portal, UDGAM (Unclaimed Deposits – Gateway to 
Access InforMation), to enable legal heirs to trace funds belonging to deceased account 

holders. 

   र     र        (RBI)          र                           30                                

UDGAM (Unclaimed Deposits – Gateway to Access InforMation)                     , 
              र     र            र                         

 A three-judge Bench headed by Justice Vikram Nath was hearing a public interest litigation 
(PIL) petition filed by journalist Sucheta Dalal, contending that funds lying in dormant or 

inoperative accounts were increasingly being transferred to government-managed pools. 

              म न                                           र         ऱ ऱ    र     र    

             (PIL)  र         र र     ,                                                   
     र  र                         र          र       

 The petitioner sought directions for the creation of a centralised platform to provide 
information on financial assets held by deceased persons. 

                                                    र                                           
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 Senior advocate Ranjit Kumar, appearing for the RBI, submitted that the UDGAM portal had 

already been operationalised to address the petitioner‘s concerns. 

 RBI     र          र           र       म र                                      र  र          

UDGAM प   ऱ                  र              
 ―The UDGAM portal is an interactive platform. There are around 20 lakh registered users who 

have carried out around 44 lakh searches on the portal as of April 1,‖ he said. 

 ―UDGAM          इ  र                   1              20                            इ  

       र      44               ,‖             
 Mr. Kumar added that the 30 banks integrated into the portal account for nearly 90% of the 

funds held in the Depositors‘ Education and Awareness Fund (DEAF), a corpus set up by 

the RBI in 2014 to house unclaimed deposits from commercial and cooperative banks. 

        र                          30          90%                  र   ,    Depositors‘ 

Education and Awareness Fund (DEAF)      ,      RBI    2014             और     र       
                                       

 The RBI clarified that the UDGAM portal enables individuals to look up unclaimed deposits 

and accounts, but does not function as a claims settlement mechanism. 

 RBI                 UDGAM प   ऱ                            और              र          

        ,                                                र    
 ―The object of the portal is to facilitate the identification and tracing of unclaimed deposits, so 

that the concerned depositor or claimant may approach the respective bank for settlement of 
the claim in accordance with the applicable procedure,‖ it said. 

 ―इ                                              और                      र     ,              

                 र                    र                                          र    ,‖ इ    
         

Challenges for heirs 

   र      रय      ऱ    न   य   

 Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for the petitioner, pointed out that deposits held in 
post offices, provident funds, and insurance schemes had not yet been integrated into the 
portal, thereby posing challenges for legal heirs seeking to claim such assets. 

                र                      भ                  र ,            और              
                                                ,                र      र          इ         

 र           र       
 Taking note of the submissions, the Bench granted one week to the Centre and the Securities 

and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to place on record the relevant circulars and outline the 

steps taken to enable the return of unclaimed funds of deceased persons held with banks and 
financial institutions. 

                  र                   और भ र  य    भ    और    नमय ब    (SEBI)             

                            र   और               र   र      र र           और               
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06M. How ‗bulldozer justice‘ undermines the law 

‗ब ऱ   र  य य‘        र   न न     म  र  र      

 The sight of a five-year-old giving a toy to Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
on March 27 at Gorakhpur made for a tender photo moment. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
5 

27         ग र प र       प       य ब       र    र         म  यम    य ग      यन             
     र                              

 The Chief Minister returned the gift and asked the child to focus on her studies. 

                र                         प     र                   
 A child showing her admiration for a political leader is nothing out of the ordinary, as leaders 

are meant to be role models for the younger generation. 

             र       र                                                ,                         
                  

 But the five-year-old‘s choice of toy — a replica of a bulldozer — raises uncomfortable 

questions. 

                        र                  — ब ऱ   र        प —                 र       
 The episode not only shows public approval for ―bulldozer justice‖, it also reflects the 

normalisation of extrajudicial action by the state. 

               ―ब ऱ   र  य य‖                                ,      र       र   य य  र 
  र    य       म  य  र                   र       

 What is arguably a problematic political symbol is now part of our everyday consciousness 
and holds the potential to influence impressionable minds. 

                र  न            ,          र                                  और  भ     

  न  य  य मन             र           र        
 The much-hailed ―bulldozer justice‖ model isn‘t just a negation of the concept of due 

process but a direct challenge to it. 

         ―ब ऱ   र  य य म  ऱ‖               य         र                   ,               

                      

Not the first time 

य  प ऱ  ब र न       

 Though ―bulldozer justice‖ is now part of India‘s political lexicon, the concept of bulldozers 
being used as an instrument of state policy is not new. 

      ―ब ऱ   र  य य‖      र     र  न          ऱ                    ,  र    र            
 प र                 र                       

 Instances of bulldozers being used to clear encroachments and demolish unauthorised 
houses in Old Delhi‘s Turkman Gate area in 1976 — when the country was under the 
Emergency imposed by Indira Gandhi— have been well chronicled. 

1976 म  प र न     ऱ         म न ग              म     न  और  न      म  न      गर न         

      र                    —               र  ग        र  ऱग   ग   प    ऱ           — 

                    
 However, there is a key difference in how such actions have been perceived over time. 

       ,            इ    र   इ         न      र                      र         
 From being examined as part of the excesses of the Emergency by a judicial commission, 

bulldozer action is now being amplified as a symbol of the state‘s firmness in dealing with 

those who break the law. 

          इ    प    ऱ       र                             र   र         ,         इ         

                    र                                           र       
 It is premised on the fact that judicial processes are cumbersome and come in the way of 

delivering instant retributive justice. 

   इ    र    र     र         य  य     य                 और    र       म   य य       र   
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 In an era of 10-minute deliveries, government authorities are not immune to the same 
pressure. 

10- मन    ऱ  र             र  र                    र     ब                    
 And since the judicial process does not follow a fixed timeline, some argue that this pressure 

is multiplied. 

और                          न      मय  म                र  , इ                         

        और             

The drive for ‗instant‘ justice 

   र   य य          

 The backlog of cases across all courts in India has crossed 5.5 crore, with the figure in the 
Supreme Court alone accounting for over 90,000 cases. 

  र                                        5.5  र                   ,                  

 य य ऱय       90,000         म मऱ            
 The India Justice Report 2025 noted that there are only 15 judges per million Indians, as 

against a 1987 Law Commission recommendation of 50 judges per million. 

    य         रप    2025         र,   र                      र      15  य य       ,      

1987          य ग                र 50  य य              र         
 In 22 of the 25 States, the same report noted, cases pending for over three years in 

subordinate courts amount to 25% of all pending cases. 

25 म     22 र  य    ,                      न              मय                             

               25%     
 And across 25 High Courts, the number of cases which are pending for over five years 

account for 51%. 

और 25      य य ऱय    , प                 मय                         51%     
 The burden of proof and the long road to litigation often act as a deterrent and, therefore, 

common citizens prefer quick justice. 

   य    भ र और ऱ ब   य  य     य     र                    र     , इ                र  

   र   य य                      
 And when government authorities are under constant scrutiny and quick feedback, the 

pressure of ―instant delivery of justice‖ is quite high. 

और     र  र            र  र  नगर न  और    र                         ,    ―   र   य य‖      

 र                              
 But what an individual prefers, even a majority of them, cannot be the state‘s choice. 

                        ,                              , र  य     न  य               
 In a state governed by the rule of law, there is no place for majoritarian populism. 

  न न       न      र       ब     य   न                               
 The tenets of criminal jurisprudence consider any crime against an individual as one 

against society. 

                                          र        र   म             पर             
 And the state can dispense justice only in accordance with the law. 

और र           न न     न  प     य य       र          
 The problem with bulldozer justice lies precisely in the fact that it substitutes spectacle for 

procedure. 

ब ऱ   र  य य                          य        न पर     न            र       
 Demolitions carried out immediately after an alleged offence, often before investigations are 

completed, blur the distinction between punishment and an extrajudicial action carried out 

by the state. 
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      पर        र      ,        र                               र ,     और र       र        

 य य  र   र               र            र          
 In such cases, the state assumes the role of investigator, judge and executioner at once. 

             र                   ,  य य     और                        र          
 This dissolution of power between the organs of the state undermines the very principles 

that underpin a constitutional democracy. 

र                       य     य      न        न  ऱ                             र  र       
 There is another aspect that is often overlooked. 

                          र न र                    
 If the demolitions of the homes of the accused are for purported violations of land or 

municipal laws, it begs the question: why did the government allow such a structure in the 

first place? 

     र          र           र  भ  म य  नगरप  ऱ     न न       ऱ  न      र          र     ,    
                   र  र      र                                 ? 

 Is it an admission that a corrupt system allowed such a home to be built right before the 
gaze of law enforcers? 

       इ                               य          न न     न      य        र              
                   ? 

 But if the demolitions are meant to convey a message of zero tolerance towards crime, then 

it runs foul of the law. 

                   र   पर             य                                 ,                
        र       

 The state cannot reduce itself to the level of vigilante groups, whose main purpose of 
existence is to hand out ―instant justice‖. 

र            भ    य य  रन    ऱ   म         र           र      ,              ―   र   य य‖ 

              
 The image of swift destruction creates an impression of decisive leadership, but it also 

normalises the idea that executive authority can override legal safeguards whenever public 

anger demands immediate retribution. 

   र    न           न   य  न                     ,  र       इ      र                       
     य प  ऱ                                  न न    र    प य      र    र  र          

 Over time, this risks weakening institutional credibility and erodes citizens‘ trust in lawful 
processes. 

                   ग       न य          र  र      और     र        न न     य       
                    

Strengthen institutions 

                बन न  

 The real solution to public frustration with the justice system lies not in bypassing it, but in 
strengthening it. 

 य य    ऱ                                     इ    र    र  र                          रन  
       

 Expanding judicial capacity, filling vacancies, modernising court infrastructure and 
improving investigative processes would address the underlying causes of delay far more 

effectively than theatrical displays of coercive powers. 

 य  य   म           र,  र              ,  य य ऱय न     र न         न   र ,          

   य    म      र                र                                      र          
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 Cases involving heinous crimes must be mandatorily assigned to fast-track courts that are 
focused on speedy disposal with frequent hearings. 

ग भ र  पर                                         र   य य ऱय                    ,        

 नप  न और                र           
 However, a constitutional state derives its legitimacy not from the speed of punishment but 

from its unimpeachable principles and the fairness of its processes. 

                न  र  य                                          न                और  न प  

   य             र       
 ―Bulldozer justice‖ may satisfy a demand for instant retribution, but it erodes the 

foundations of the rule of law and risks reducing the state to a vigilante group. 

―ब ऱ   र  य य‖    र                      र   र        ,  र         न न       न            
    र  र      और र       भ    य य  रन    ऱ   म        र       र                   र       

 

06M. Supreme Court defines life 

imprisonment 

     म      न      न   र        प रभ     

  य  

 New Delhi, May 5: The notion that life 
imprisonment implies imprisonment for 20 or 14 

years is wrong. 

         , 5   :      र          न   र        
    20    14              ,         

 Life imprisonment means ―imprisonment for 
the entire life of the prisoner‖ unless the 
Government chooses to remit the same earlier, the 
Supreme Court to-day ruled. 

     न   र               ―          र             
   ‖,        र  र इ               र   ,            
                    

 A sentence of life imprisonment did not 
automatically come to an end after 20 years. 

         र            20                         
      

 After serving a jail term of 20 years, 
including remissions, a life convict could not ask to 
be released as a matter of right, the Court held. 

 20           ,                      ,   र   र      
                   र            र                    

    ,              
 Under Section 401 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, it was the ―undoubted discretion‖ of the 

―appropriate Government‖ to ―remit or refuse to 
remit‖ the sentence and where the State 
Government refused to remit the sentence, a High 
Court could not issue a writ under Article 226 of the 
Constitution directing the Government to release 
the prisoner, the Court ruled. 
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        य         (Code of Criminal Procedure)      र  401        ―      र  र‖            
   ―     र             र  ‖    ―              र‖   , और      र     र  र          र      
इ   र  र     ,                                     226         र  र          र    र      
                 ,                     

 One Rattan Singh was convicted by the Sessions Judge Bhind (Madhya Pradesh) on 
charges of murder and sentenced to life imprisonment on October 16, 1957. 

    र न              (        )                        र             र    और 16      र 1957 

           र                
 He appealed for a transfer to Amritsar in Punjab. 

                      र           र                  
 The same was granted. 

       र        र  र           
 On May 7, 1971, the prisoner made a representation to the Government seeking release. 

 7    1971             र  र     र                          
 The Punjab Government forwarded the representation to the Madhya Pradesh Government 

and the latter, rejected it. 

        र  र                       र  र         और               र   र           
 The prisoner then filed a writ petition under Article 226 of the Constitution before the Punjab 

and Haryana High Court on the ground that having already served a sentence of more than 
20 years, he was entitled to be released ―as a matter of course‖ under the provisions of the 
Jail Manual and the Prison Act. 

 इ                                   226              और   र                           र       

20                                               और                 ―              ‖  र    

       र     
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06M.  The Iran conflict and the future of Shia identity  

 र न       और   य  प   न    भ   य  

 The Iran war is not merely a geopolitical conflict; it is a crucible for the future of Shia 
identity. 

 र न य            भ र  न                  ;      य  प   न                              
 For nearly half a century, Shiism has been shaped by the Iranian revolutionary model — 

an assertive fusion of clerical authority, state power, and transnational political ambition. 

               ,   य         र न         र  म  ऱ       र         —       म   न     , र  य 

    , और   म प र र  न     म                           
 This conflict could disrupt, reinforce, or redesign that synthesis. 

         इ    र             , म ब  ,    प न न  म    र          
 The war may fragment Shia identity, pulling it back toward national forms. 

          य  प   न      भ      र        ,          र    य    प      र                
 But it may equally consolidate and radicalise it, deepening a shared narrative of 

oppression and reviving its most powerful theological motifs — martyrdom, sacrifice, and 
resistance. 

         इ                   और                  ,   प  न                  र   र         
और इ                     —      , ब ऱ  न, और    र   —              र          
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Simultaneous trajectories 

 म न   र      य   

 These two trajectories are unfolding simultaneously, in tension with one another, across 
different Shia societies. 

             य         ,  र  र        ,          य   म                 र       
 The first points toward fragmentation. 

            भ  न     र        र       
 Since the 1979 Iranian Revolution, Shia identity has been closely tied to the idea of 

―political Shiism‖ — a model in which religious authority is ensconced as the supreme 
decision maker within a state and projected outward through networks of religious and 
political influence. 

1979     र न                 ,            ―र  न       य    ‖        र           र      —    

                  म        र  र          र        न  य                             और 
   म       र  न      भ                            र          र           

 Iran positioned itself as the guardian and leader of Shia communities worldwide, building 
alliances with groups such as Hezbollah, the Houthis, and various militias and political 

factions. 

 र                   र      य   म   य       र   और न                        , और    ब  ऱ  , 

    ,                     और र                                  
 The current war places this model under severe strain. 

            इ          ग भ र  ब          र       
 With Iran immeasurably weakened — militarily and economically, its ability to sustain this 

transnational network is considerably diminished. 

 र         य और        प     म  र           र , इ    म प र न              र            
                    

 This could lead to what might be called the ―nationalization‖ of Shia identity. 

     य  प   न    ―र    य र ‖     र                
 Shiism will not be seen as a vehicle for geopolitical struggle but a religious tradition that 

coexists with multiple political arrangements. 

              भ र  न                                            म   पर पर                
     ,           र  न      य                -       र        

 Yet, this is only one side of the story. 

                                 
 Wars do not merely fragment identities; they also forge them. 

          प   न      भ           र  ;          न म       र       
 The same conflict that has weakened institutional structures can intensify emotional and 

symbolic bonds. 

                     ग               र        ,    भ  न  म  और       म    ब                
 र          

 The alternative trajectory is one of consolidation and radicalisation. 

                   र  और             
 If the war is framed — and experienced — by Shia communities as an assault not just on Iran 

but on Shia identity itself, it could reinforce a shared sense of collective victimhood. 

                            र        र                  य  प   न पर   म                
       ,         म     प     भ  न     और        र          

 For centuries, Shia consciousness has been shaped by the memory of oppression under 
Sunni-dominated empires. 

           य     न        न -   न      य            प  न                  र          
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 The Islamic Republic successfully tapped into this historical narrative, recasting 
contemporary conflicts as continuations of a long struggle against injustice. 

  ऱ  म  ग र  य    इ                                       , और                   य य 

         ऱ ब             र  र                        
 The current war adds a further dimension: the perception of being targeted not only by 

regional Sunni oppressors such as the House of Saud but also by powerful external actors, 
particularly Israel and the United States. 

               और              :      र                    न                 प र  र    
                      र         ,       र   र  ऱ और   य    र  य  म  र  ,            र       

 In such a context, differences of nationality or political orientation may recede in 
importance, overshadowed by a shared narrative of existential threat. 

      र        र    य      र  न                   र                   , और          

      ग    र                            

What Karbala represents 

 ब ऱ         न      य     

 At the heart of this consolidating and radicalising narrative lies the Battle of Karbala in 
680 CE, in which Imam Hussain and his small band of followers were martyred by the forces 
of the Umayyad caliph Yazid. 

इ       और    बन                 680          ब ऱ  य      ,        म म     न और      
                           म य   ऱ फ  य               र                 

 This is the foundational event of Shia identity. 

     य  प   न       रभ     न      
 It is not merely a historical episode but a living symbol, reenacted annually in rituals of 

mourning and remembrance. 

                      न                            ,                 और   र              
      र             

 Karbala represents the triumph of moral truth over brute power, the willingness to make the 
supreme sacrifice in the face of injustice. 

      न       य      र      पर    य                          ब ऱ  न         इ            

    
 If Shia communities perceive themselves as under siege, Karbala provides a ready-made 

narrative through which to interpret their experience. 

                          र ब    म         र     ,                                        

    र           र       
 This consolidation and radicalisation would also reinvigorate the concept of ―resistance‖. 

         र  और      ―   र  ‖        र                   र     
 This war and especially the near total devastation of South Lebanon, which is 

predominantly Shia, and the uprooting of its population by Israeli invaders could deepen 

this orientation. 

       ,       र     -          ऱ बन न     य प    न   और इ र इ          र      र  
      न   य          पन, इ           और   र   र          

 Resistance would no longer be simply a strategic choice; it would be an expression of 
identity itself. 

   र              र न         प      र    ,           प   न      भ य              
 The juxtaposition of these two trajectories captures the uncertainty of the present moment. 

इ            य                                                  
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 These dynamics are not evenly distributed. 

                             र           
 In countries such as Iraq, where the Shia are a demographic majority and deeply invested 

in state institutions, the pull toward nationalisation may be stronger especially if Grand 
Ayatollah Sistani and the Najaf religious establishment throw their weight behind it. 

 र               ,            न   य  म  ब     य     और र  य      न       र             ,      
र    य र                                ,       र          य    ऱ       न  और न फ 

   म         न इ           र   
 In Lebanon and Bahrain, where identity is more closely tied to perceptions of oppression, 

consolidation may prove more compelling. 

ऱ बन न और ब र न   ,              प  न      र                  ,            र                
         

 In Iran the suffering inflicted by the United States-Israeli attacks, seen by Iranians of all 
political hues as unprovoked and unjustified, is likely to reinforce the Karbala syndrome 
and, therefore, aid consolidation as well as radicalisation. 

 र न      य    र  य और   र  ऱ     मऱ             ,             र            र  र        र    
       र  और   य यप            ,  ब ऱ  म न         और        र    और इ     र       र  

                        

Looking ahead 

 ग          

 The outcome will depend not only on the course of the war but on how it is interpreted. 

  र         य             र                    य  य   र        र  र     
 For in Shiism, as in all living traditions, identity is not merely inherited; it is continually 

reconstructed through the interplay of history, memory, and experience. 

        य       ,                 र  र      ,              र                 ,            , 

 म   , और  न भ                 र  र प न न  म        र        
 While on the surface it appears like a toss up between the two trajectories, given the 

transnational nature of Shia suffering, it is more than likely that consolidation as well as 
radicalisation may prevail over fragmentation or at the very least inspire a significant 
section of the Shia population into action across national boundaries. 

           र            य                                 ,         य  प          रर    य    प 

                                         र  और        भ  न  र                          

                                र    य   म       पर    र               र   र   
 If the latter prediction holds true, the war against Iran may end up spawning a Shia variant of 

al-Qaeda that, like the original version, could make the United States its primary target. 

                                  ,     र न          य        ऱ-  य        य     प           
       ,                  र    य    र  य                               

 Lebanon, a failing state, could provide the breeding ground and sanctuary for such an 

organisation as the failed Afghan state did for the original al-Qaeda. 

ऱ बन न,         फऱ र  य   ,                    प     ऱ और   य       र        ,         

           र             -                      
 The law of unintended consequences works in unpredictable ways. 

 नप     प र  म                       र             र       
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06M. Thailand scraps treaty on energy, 
maritime territory with Cambodia 

    ऱ   न    ब   य              और  म    
         र      

 Thailand cancelled a 25-year-old 
agreement with neighbour Cambodia on 
overlapping maritime claims and energy 
exploration on Tuesday, the Thai Prime Minister 
said, drawing a sharp rebuke from Phnom Penh. 

                 र                ब   य         

                र    और                     25 

  ऱ प र न          र    र     ,                 
   ,       न म प        र                    

 He said the move was not related to 
border clashes that killed dozens of people last 
year. 
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06M.  Govt. hikes sugarcane FRP by ₹10 per quintal 

  र  र न  ग न     FRP म  ₹10          ऱ    ब   र     

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on Tuesday 
increased the Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugar cane for 

the sugar season 2026-27 by ₹10 a quintal from the last crop year. 

       र          म मऱ        बन     म              2026-27        

             और ऱ भ  र  म  य (FRP)                              ₹10 

                        
 The new price will be ₹365 a quintal for a basic sugar recovery 

rate of 10.25%. 

 10.25%              र  र   र                 ₹365                  
 There will not be any deduction in case of sugar mills where 

recovery is below 9.5%. 

                   र  र  9.5%           ,                 र          
               

 ―Such farmers will get ₹338.3 per quintal,‖ a press release 
stated. 

 ―              ₹338.3                  ,‖                           
 The Cabinet also approved ₹5,659.22 crore for ―Mission for 

Cotton Productivity‖ (2026-27 to 2030-31) to address bottlenecks, 

declining growth, and quality concerns in the cotton sector. 

                              ,            और                          
  र  र          ― म न फ र    न           ‖ (2026-27    2030-31)        

₹5,659.22  र             र      
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06M.  India‘s energy security amid conflicts 

         ब   भ र            र   

 The conflict in West Asia has shown how geopolitical shocks can transmit to India‘s 
domestic economy, given that the country imports over 85% of its crude needs. 

प   म    य  म        न  य      य        भ -र  न          भ र      र ऱ      य             प     

       ,  य         पन         ऱ       य       85%          य    र       
 In a fragmented energy market, India‘s edge lies not in self-sufficiency but in 

optionality 

              ब   र म , भ र     ब     म नभ र   म  न    ब        प      पऱ     म   न       
 The conflict in West Asia has demonstrated the speed with which geopolitical shocks 

have been transmitted to India‘s domestic economy. 

प   म    य                                       भ र  न            र      र ऱ      य        

            
 The head of the International Energy Agency has described the current geoeconomic 

crisis as more severe than the combined shocks of 1973, 1979 and 2022. 

   रर    य                              भ -              1973, 1979 और 2022                
               र           

 The price of Brent crude oil rose to $109.03 per barrel after hitting highs of around $120 

during the conflict. 

           र        120   ऱर                              ऱ         109.03   ऱर     ब रऱ    

       
 At a domestic level, India is projected to see its economy slow from 7.4% growth in FY26 to 

6.5% in FY27 with inflation rising from 2.3% to 4.4%. 

 र      र  र   र                       2026 म  7.4%       र 2027 म  6.5% र                , 
     म    फ    2.3%    ब  र 4.4%             

 This is due to disruptions in energy supply chains. 

         प         ऱ                   र      
 Energy security can no longer be defined solely as purchasing fuel at the lowest price. 

       र               य न म म  य पर   न  र  न                              
 It now rests on resilience, diversification, and macroeconomic stability. 

      ऱ  ऱ पन,        र , और  म             र    र     र      

Breakdown of the old energy market order 

प र न       ब   र  य            न 

 The Russia-Ukraine War was the first major warning to the energy market order. 

  -य   न य             र                                          
 It exposed the risks of energy dependence overnight. 

इ          नभ र        र               र  र       
 Europe once relied on Russia for 45% of its gas imports, which fell to 12% by 2025. 

य र प           45% ग    य              र     र   ,    2025       र 12% र       
 Europe responded not by efficiency, but by energy security measures. 

  र                                र    प य             
 Gas consumption in the European Union fell by 20% between 2021 and 2024, while imports 

declined by 18%. 

य र प य                2021    2024    ब   20%    ,              18%     म      
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 Even with LNG terminal utilisation at 52%, Europe accepted spare capacity as the cost of 
security. 

 ऱ न     म नऱ     52%  पय ग          ,   र          र             र        म           
     र       

 While the Ukraine war revealed dependence on pipeline supply, the West Asia conflict 
exposed reliance on sea transport. 

                   प  पऱ  न     र   प      र     र        ,                            म    
प र  न  र     र          र       

 The Strait of Hormuz, through which 25% of global crude oil passes, has become a critical 
chokepoint. 

  म     ऱ म म य,              25%        ऱ    र     ,                    म ग             
 It transmits price shocks rapidly across global markets. 

              र     म  य                     र   र       
 Other countries have adopted different strategies. 

                 र                   
 China has secured 25 million metric tonnes of LNG annually through contracts. 

  न                               25  म ऱयन म      न  ऱ न                     
 South Korea has secured 273 million barrels of crude oil from alternative routes. 

        रय                     273  म ऱयन ब रऱ        ऱ                   
 Japan has stockpiled 470 million barrels, equivalent to 254 days of consumption. 

  प न    470  म ऱयन ब रऱ            र         ,    254   न      प      र  र     
 Gulf exporters have regained bargaining power due to spare capacity. 

              नय             र             र           ब                    र        
 The International Energy Agency (IEA) forecasts a contraction of 80 kb/d in global oil 

demand in 2026. 

   रर    य                    र 2026 म           ऱ म  ग म  80    र ब रऱ      न     म         
    

 Demand is expected to fall by 236 kb/d in OECD countries and 254 kb/d in the Middle 
East, while non-OECD demand rises by 152 kb/d. 

            म  236    र ब रऱ      न और म य प    म  254    र ब रऱ      न      र        , 
     ग र-            म  152    र ब रऱ      न                

 In this weaker market, India‘s demand growth becomes strategically important. 

इ      र     र      र     म  ग       र                                  

How India gained more room to manoeuvre 

भ र  न       र न     ग                    

 The potential threat of disruption of the Indian oil imports is real and immediate, since the 
country imports over 85% of its crude needs, with roughly 45% transiting through the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

भ र  य   ऱ  य                          र          और            ,                
             85%                ऱ  य    र     ,            45%   म     ऱ म म य    
   र ग  र       

 For years, India has depended heavily on imports. 

         र   य    र            र र       
 But the country has handled repeated shocks better than many comparable importers. 

               र-  र                                                            र        
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 It is now the world‘s third-largest oil consumer. 

                 र   ब   ब     ऱ  पभ         
 According to OPEC‘s forecast, India‘s consumption is expected to reach 5.74 mb/d in 2025 

and 5.99 mb/d in 2026. 

 प      प    न म न         र,   र         2025 म  5.74  म ऱयन ब रऱ      न और 2026 म  5.99 

 म ऱयन ब रऱ      न                           
 The IEA projects that Indian crude demand will rise by approximately 130 kb/d, compared 

with 80 kb/d for China. 

   रर    य                    र   र                              130    र ब रऱ      न    
          ,                          80    र ब रऱ      न     

 As Chinese demand becomes flatter and cyclical, India has become one of the few large 
engines of incremental oil demand. 

    -                    र और    य         र     ,   र      र     ऱ म  ग                    
    

 Before 2022, Russia supplied barely 2% of India‘s crude imports, however, by FY2024-25, 
that figure rose to around 36%. 

2022    प ऱ       र                           2%         र     ,               2024-25    

      र      36%         
 Russia has become India‘s largest supplier. 

     र      ब   ब    प                    
 Flows from Russia picked up again as Gulf disruptions intensified. 

         म   य   न ब न                        र        
 Now, India‘s import basket includes Iraq, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and the United States, while 

remaining geographically diversified. 

     र      य           र  ,       रब,   य     रब  म र   और   य    र  य  म  र            
और                                

 In a fragmented energy market, India‘s edge lies not in self-sufficiency, but in optionality. 

                 र      र           म नभ र                    प      पऱ            

Tactical gains and structural risks 

र न     ऱ भ और   र न  म      म 

 India has managed successive shocks well. 

  र          र                                            
 First, India‘s crude oil dependence is extremely high, reaching 89.4% in FY2024-25. 

    ,   र            ऱ पर  नभ र            ,            2024-25 म  89.4%              
 During that period, India produced only 28.7 million metric tons of crude oil domestically. 

             र      र      र  र      28.7  म ऱयन म      न                          
 As a result, fluctuations in oil prices, freight rates, and exchange rates remain a concern. 

इ      र          ऱ   म  , म ऱ भ     र  और    नमय  र        र-                       र    
    

 Second, geography still constrains strategy. 

   र , भ ग  ऱ         भ  भ  र न          म   र       
 Significant reductions in flows along Gulf sea lanes occurred due to tensions in 2026. 

2026 म   न        र        म    म ग   र                            
 Indian LPG carriers carrying 97,000 metric tonnes required naval escort under Operation 

Sankalp. 
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97,000 म      न   र        र     ऱप             ऑपर  न     प        न    न    र        

 र        
 Diversification cannot bypass chokepoints. 

       र  र न            म ग       र   र                 
 Third, the energy transition creates fresh vulnerabilities. 

   र ,         म          र           र       
 India‘s expansion into solar, batteries, EVs, and storage may reduce oil use over time. 

  र       र     , ब  र ,    य      न और भ   र          र                             र 
         

 However, reliance on lithium, cobalt, nickel, copper, and rare earths may increase. 

       ऱ  यम,   ब   ,  न ऱ,    ब  और   ऱ भ   न    र     र                        

The way forward 

 ग     र   

 India‘s dependence on critical minerals is tied to processing networks dominated 
elsewhere, especially by China, which controls over 91% of global rare-earth production. 

  र     म   प      न   पर  नभ र            र                                             , 
      र   न,             ऱ भ प       प  न    91%                  र       

 India currently processes less than 5% of its projected 2035 battery-grade mineral 
requirements domestically. 

            र                2035    ब  र -      न         य       5%    भ   म  र      र 
 र          र       

 While India has adapted to the new oil order with considerable agility, such tactical 
flexibility does not guarantee long-term security. 

          र     न    ऱ  य                   ऱ  ऱ पन          ,           र न     ऱ  ऱ पन 

       ऱ    र        र               
 The next phase must focus on increasing strategic reserves, reducing oil intensity in 

transport, strengthening maritime resilience, and ensuring critical mineral supply chain 
security. 

      र     र न     भ   र ब  न ,   र         ऱ  नभ र    म  रन ,  म    ऱ  ऱ पन म ब    रन , 
और म   प      न   प         ऱ       र             र    र                 

 The real question is no longer whether India can switch suppliers during crises, but 
whether future crises will carry lower economic costs. 

                               र               प         ब ऱ         य  न   ,               

                        ऱ ग   म   ग  य  न     
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06M.  Industrial heat pumps and the case for cleaning industrial heat 

औ य  ग      प प और औ य  ग    म          बन न     म मऱ  

 Industry accounted for nearly half of India‘s final energy consumption in 2025, much of 
it still tied to fossil fuels. 

    2025 म    य ग भ र         म       प     ऱगभग             ,       ब   भ ग  भ  भ  
     म   न                  

 Cleaning up industrial heat is therefore not just a climate issue, but also one of air 
quality, competitiveness, energy security, and worker health. 

   ऱ  औ य  ग    म          बन न     ऱ  ऱ  य     म     न      , ब      य  ग     , 
    प    म   ,        र   और   म           य    भ               

 Industrial decarbonisation is often framed through solutions that promise deep emissions 
reductions such as green hydrogen and carbon capture. 
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औ           ब न     न       र                                              न म  ग र   म  
         र     ,        न       न और   ब न     र  

 These pathways are essential, particularly for hard-to-abate sectors, but are still several 
years away from large-scale adoption. 

                       न-     न                     ,               य प    र पर  पन न     
         र     

 Even so, a significant share of manufacturing functions under very different operating 
conditions, defined by demand for low-to-medium temperature process heat. 

इ          ,                              प र  ऱन प र     य           र          न न    
म यम   पम न       य    म                   र           

 Across sectors such as textiles, food processing, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and paper 
and pulp, this heat forms the backbone of production. 

   ,    य      र , र  यन, औ   , और   ग    य ग                        प  न    
   र  ऱ           

 This demand continues to be largely met through combustion. 

                        न    य                र              
 Industry accounted for nearly half of India‘s final energy consumption in 2025, much of it 

tied to fossil fuels. 

2025 म  भ र       ऱ       प     ऱगभग             य ग     र                ,           
     म   न   र     र      

 Industrial process steam alone is estimated to have generated 182 million metric tonnes of 
CO2 annually. 

औ          य  म  भ प                    182  म ऱयन म      न   ब न    ऑ      

             
 It also produced 595 kilotonnes of SO2, 520 kilotonnes of particulate matter, and 516 

kilotonnes of NOx. 

इ        595   ऱ  न   फर    ऑ     , 520   ऱ  न    य प    , और 516   ऱ  न न     न 

ऑ                        
 Cleaning up industrial heat is not just a climate issue, but also relates to air quality, 

competitiveness, energy security, and worker health. 

औ य  ग    म          बन न        ऱ  य       न        ,           य  ग     ,     प   ,      
  र   और   म       य                

 The opportunity is especially important for MSMEs, which form the backbone of 
manufacturing. 

      र                म, ऱ   और म यम   यम                    ,       नम        र    
   र  ऱ      

 They account for around 17% of industrial emissions, but these emissions are fragmented 
and concentrated. 

        17% औ य  ग       न               र   ,                  ब र      और                
 These sectors rely on fuels such as coal, firewood, biomass, gas, and furnace oil for 

thermal systems. 

         यऱ , ऱ   , ब य म  , ग   और फन   ऑयऱ            र     र    म य     ऱय     
       र       

Heat pumps as a solution 

    प प     म   न     प म  
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 Heat pumps are among the most practical technologies for industrial heat 
decarbonisation. 

    प प औ                       इ                        र                      
 Unlike boilers, they do not generate heat through fuel combustion. 

ब यऱर       र  ,      न  ऱ  र                  र    
 They transfer and upgrade heat using electricity. 

    ब ऱ      पय ग  र     म        न    र  और   न   र       
 They can deliver more heat than the electricity consumed. 

                              पय ग    म     न  र          
 Industrial heat pumps have a coefficient of performance of 3 to 5. 

औ                      न ग      3    5             
 This means they provide three to five units of heat per unit of electricity. 

             इ           र   न    प           म        र       
 Even at higher temperatures, they remain more efficient than electric resistance heating. 

            र          य      र       र       ग            ऱ र        
 This efficiency is central to their decarbonisation value. 

        इ        ब न     न म  य            
 It reduces electricity demand and improves the economics of switching from combustion. 

                        र      और   न      न            य   य           र           
 If renewable electricity is available at competitive rates, heat pumps become economically 

attractive. 

    न   र  य  ब ऱ           र   र         ,                                          
 In a textile unit in Surat, about 92% of energy load was thermal, supplied by coal and 

lignite. 

  र                         92%      भ र   म य   ,      यऱ  और  ऱ न         र            
    

 The unit consumed 0.42 kg of coal per meter of fabric, showing high fuel intensity. 

इ  इ              र             0.42   ऱ   म   यऱ                ,           न          
           

 Despite this, steam is often used indirectly for heating purposes rather than directly heating 

the product. 

इ          ,                 र   य   प      प      गम   रन     ब  य    य   प         
         

 This reflects a central inefficiency. 

               म                 
 Conventional industrial thermal systems in such factories are often designed around the 

highest heat requirement, with boilers sized to meet peak demand. 

                 र   र  औ य  ग    म य     ऱय      र      म   म     य          र  र 
    इ            ,          र      म म  ग      र   र                र               

 But many loads require lower-quality heat. 

                     म ग        ऱ    म                      
 In such cases, steam is generated at higher temperature and pressure, then reduced or 

diverted for lower-temperature applications. 

                          पम न और   ब  र                   ,   र                         
                              

 However, industrial heat pumps require a different engineering mindset. 

      औ य  ग      प प                 भय                                   
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 Start with the lowest-temperature heat demand, then boost heat only where needed. 

           य न म   पम न       य              र  और                   र         
       

 This reverses the legacy boiler approach and can reduce energy use by 40–60%. 

     र   र  ब यऱर     र                         और       पय ग म  40–60%     म          
    

 This right-sizing logic is particularly relevant in brownfield MSME clusters. 

           र  न   र                         म         म, ऱ   और म यम   यम  म       
             

 Many boilers are old, oversized, and inefficiently operated. 

       र प र न ,       म     ऱ  और  म              ऱ           
 Replacing every boiler with a single large electric system is often not practical. 

 र     र              य      ऱ                  र             
 But heat pumps can be modular. 

          प प म  य ऱर             
 They can serve specific functions such as pre-heating boiler feedwater, supplying hot 

water, supporting dyeing and washing, and recovering waste heat. 

   ब यऱर  ऱ    प   -गम   रन , गम  प न   पऱ    र न , र ग   और   ऱ      य    म     य  ,     
 प       म  प न        रन             र          

 They can also reduce steam demand in drying and evaporation processes. 

       न  और    प  र     य    म  भ प    म  ग     म  र          
 Their role becomes more valuable when heating and cooling are integrated. 

इ            और                 पन और    ऱन                         
 Industrial heat pumps can generate heat and cooling simultaneously. 

औ                        म  और    ऱन        र          
 They can produce hot water, steam, and hot air along with cooling or dehumidified air. 

   गम  प न , भ प और गम            -       ऱन य       -र      य            र          
 In sectors like food processing and textile printing, this improves process stability and 

efficiency. 

   य      र  और     म                       य        र   और                   

Health, safety and emission control 

     य,   र   और      न  नय    

 Heat pumps can improve worker health and safety. 

          म           य और   र          र  र          
 Workplace heat exposure is a serious occupational risk. 

  य   ऱ पर   य      प        र  य     य      म     
 Globally, over 2.4 billion workers are exposed to excessive heat. 

       र  र 2.4  रब           म                             
 This leads to heat exhaustion, heart stress, kidney disease, and reduced cognitive 

performance. 

इ         ,   य  न  , ग     र ग और म न     म   म   म           
 Combustion-based heat also emits harmful pollutants affecting air quality. 

        र             न  र                 ,      य  ग                 र       
 Fossil fuel pollution caused 1.72 million premature deaths in India in 2022. 

  र     2022 म       म   न          17.2 ऱ      म य  म         
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 Electrified systems like heat pumps can reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

    प प         य       र      ऱय     य        और   न     ग        न        र          
 They also improve thermal comfort in factories. 

     र          प य  र म           र           
 What emerges is not just a technology shift, but a systems transition. 

              य  ग   प र   न                 ऱ ग  प र   न     
 Scaling heat pumps depends on integration, electricity access, and financing models. 

                र            र ,       ब ऱ      पऱ     और     य म  ऱ              
 This is especially important for MSMEs. 

                  म, ऱ   और म यम   यम                      
 Done right, it can enable cleaner, efficient, and resilient industrial growth. 

     र                  र        ,    और      औ य  ग                             

 
 

06M.  Govt. sets 12-week limit to process FDI 
applications 

  र  र न  FDI     न              रन      ऱ  12          
 मय  म   य    

 To expedite and bring transparency to foreign direct 
investments (FDI) coming into India, the Ministry of Commerce 
issued an updated Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 

document laying out the timeline and norms for processing foreign 
firms‘ investment applications. 

   र                       य   न    (FDI)        और   र             
                              म न      ऱन    य  (SOP) 

          र      ,                                              र  

           और                  
 Apart from specifying heightened scrutiny by mandating 

approvals from the Ministry of Home Affairs on investments in 

sensitive sectors and from particular countries, the document sets a 
maximum limit of 12 weeks for the processing of applications. 

                और                                      ग   म   ऱय    
    र           र                       र           ,            
               र                12                            

 Large investments would first have to be cleared by the 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs. 

                          म मऱ        बन     म          र             
 The previous 2017 SOP laid out a maximum period of 10 

weeks. 

      2017    SOP                   10             र      
 ―This SOP aims to make the FDI application filing 

process completely paperless,‖ the document said. 

 ―   SOP FDI     न    य       र   र       र                    

र      ,‖                     
 ―Therefore, the applicant will not be required to file physical 

copies of any documents required to process FDI proposals.‖ 
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 ―इ              FDI                                                    र              
          ‖ 

 As per the rules, all applications for foreign investment into India will have to be filed on the 
Foreign Investment Facilitation or National Single Window System portals. 

               र,   र                               फ र न       म   फ    ऱ   न य  न  नऱ    गऱ 

          म        र        र         
 Once a proposal is made, the Department for Promotion of Industry & Internal Trade 

(DPIIT) will have two days to identify the concerned administrative Ministry or department and 
assign the proposal to them, along with sharing it with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), and the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)  .

      र                    य ग         र   य प र      न   भ ग (DPIIT)                    
                                  र   और                        ,        इ   भ र  य  र    ब   

(RBI), ग   म   ऱय (MHA) और       म   ऱय (MEA)                         

Two-week scrutiny 

                  

 These bodies will have two weeks for the initial scrutiny of the proposal and to seek any 
relevant additional information or documents from the applicant. 

 इ                            र          और              र        र                       
                          

 The DPIIT will have a maximum of two additional weeks to submit any clarification on the FDI 
policy. 

 FDI       र               र            र          DPIIT                      र         

      
 The MHA, MEA and other Ministries or departments, sector regulators, or stakeholders, will 

have an additional four weeks for comments. 

 MHA, MEA और            ,       ,     र                 र                               

    र     र             
 ―In case comments are not received within the prescribed time, it shall be presumed that they 

have no comments to offer,‖ the SOP said. 

 ―SOP                         र                                    ,                           

                   ‖ 
 After this, the competent authority will have four weeks to decide on the applications taking 

the total processing time to 12 weeks. 

 इ                 र                 र                     र           ,                र  

    12                 
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06M. Govt. approves fifth edition of 
credit guarantee scheme 

  र  र न        ग र    य  न     प       
    र  म   र   य  

 In response to the crisis in West Asia, the 

Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the fifth edition 
of its Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme, 

under which it will provide additional credit 
guarantees to micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) and non-MSMEs, including 

. airline companies

 प   म    य                    ,                  
      र          प    ऱ न       ऱ  न ग र    
य  न                र         र    ,              म, 

ऱ   और म यम   यम  (MSMEs)       र-MSMEs, 

        र  इ                      ,        र   

        र                   
 The total outlay of the scheme is expected to be ₹18,100 crore and it is expected to generate 

additional credit flows worth ₹2.25 lakh crore, the government said. 

  र  र           इ                   ₹18,100  र                    और इ    ₹2.25      र   

       र   ऋ                                 
 ―The scheme aims to enable businesses to tide over the challenges arising from the West 

Asia conflict,‖ the government said in a release. 

 ―इ                             प   म    य                                                 
  ,‖  र  र                      
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06M.  Scientists build 
metamaterial that can ‗learn‘ 

to change shape 

     न   न      म   म   रयऱ 

         य     ‗    र‘  पन  
   र ब ऱ          

 When you exercise, your 
muscles become stronger. 

       य य म  र     ,         
म   प   य        म ब               

 When you sow a plant, its 
stem will bend so that its leaves 
get more sunlight. 

          प           ,          न  
इ     र                  प  य   
       य            र      

 Both these changes are 
examples of adaptation — when a 
biological material senses its 
environment, then reorganises its 
internal structure to survive 
better. 

          र र      न   ऱन 

(Adaptation)        र     —        

      प          पय   र           

 र      और     र       र न         

         र    र न              र   
    

 All life must adapt over 
time to changing conditions. 

                                 

प र     य          र  न    ऱ       
          

 Populations that don‘t 
could become extinct. 

    न   य            र     ,      ऱ    

            
 However, most non-living 

materials do not actively adjust 
their internal structure in 

response to new conditions after they are made. 

       ,          न    प                    प र     य          र          र    र न     
                          र    

 When a metalsmith forges a bar of steel, its internal structure is mostly fixed from that 
point on, though it can still change due to heat, stress, etc. 
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       ऱ   र   प                 ,             र    र न                     र           , 
           म      न        र                         

 If you want a new bar with different properties, you need to engineer it anew. 

              ग                    ,                    भय      र         
 However, in a new study in Nature Physics, researchers from Europe have challenged 

this difference. 

       , Nature Physics                          य र प                 इ     र              
    

 The team has reportedly built a synthetic material that can learn physically, by actively 
changing their internal mechanical properties based on external conditions. 

इ               म प                       भ      प               ,          र  प र     य     
   र  र          र  य                                           

Chain of units 

    य         ऱ  

 The team used metamaterials for this work. 

इ                     म   म   रय                  
 These are special materials whose properties are not determined by their chemical 

composition alone but also by the structure, or the way in which they‘re physically 
arranged. 

         प                            र   य न    र न                      र न       भ     

 य                 र           
 As a result, they often have properties that natural materials don‘t. 

  र       , इ        ग                      प                       
 In the last decade or so, scientists have used metamaterials to bend light in 

counterintuitive ways, shield buildings from earthquakes, and hide objects from radar, 
among other feats. 

                            म   म   रय                             र            , भ   प    
        र    र       र  र                                           

 In the new study, the team built a robotic metamaterial consisting of a chain of 
connected units. 

इ                        र ब     म   म   रयऱ                          य         ऱ         
    

 Each unit had a small motor, an angle sensor, and a microcontroller. 

      इ               म  र,              , और    म        ऱर     
 Using these components, a unit could send and receive data to/from its adjacent units 

and change how much it bent in response. 

इ                          इ                इ  इ           भ   और       र             
                र      म  न                       

 This way, the whole metamaterial could be as rigid as a metal spring or as flexible as a 
rubber band, or something else in between, based on how each unit responded to 
feedback from the two units attached to it. 

इ     र   र  म   म   रयऱ             ग          र    रबर ब              ,    इ               
          ,    इ       र     र  र               इ               र    इ  इ           फ  ब   

 र                       
 The researchers used a method called contrastive learning to ‗teach‘ the metamaterial 

a particular shape. 
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                       ऱ न ग                     र           र                     

       
 While contrastive learning exists in machine-learning as an algorithm, the researchers 

implemented it here using only a hardware-based system. 

                ऱ न ग                    ग  र म                  ,              इ             

      यर-    र     ऱ                         

Four steps to learn 

   न       र  र  

 First, the researchers kept the metamaterial chain in a straight line and set starting 
values for the stiffness of each unit. 

   ,              म   म   रयऱ     ऱ          र       र   और       इ          र        र     

          र       
 The stiffer a unit, the lesser it would bend in response to feedback. 

                इ          र       ,               फ  ब                 
 Second, they applied an input: bending one unit in the chain by a fixed angle. 

      ,            नप       :              इ                      र        
 This would change the rest of the chain into a particular shape, called the free state. 

इ                                            ,      म          (Free State)              
 Then, they would hold the input fixed and manually turn the other units so that the 

chain formed a new shape, like a ‗U‘ or an ‗L‘. 

इ           इ           र र            इ  इ                                              ,      
‗U‘    ‗L‘,          

 This was called the clamped state. 

इ    ऱ           (Clamped State)              
 Finally, the microcontroller in each unit would compare its angle in the free state to 

that in the clamped state, and use the difference to adjust its stiffness using the motor. 

            इ       म        ऱर            और                                    र      
और इ     र           र   म  र                     र                र       

 When the researchers repeated these four steps again and again, the metamaterial 
chain went from the free state to the clamped state in fewer steps. 

                इ    र  र        र-  र    र   ,            र              र              

                                       
 This is called contrastive learning because each unit ‗learns‘ by contrasting the free 

and clamped states to figure out what it should do. 

इ             ऱ न ग                         इ    म          और  ऱ                 र    
       र                           र          

 Thus, as the researchers explained in their paper, ―Unlike traditional materials that are 
designed once and for all, our metamaterials have the ability to forget and learn new 
shape changes in sequence, to learn several shape changes that break reciprocity, and 
to learn multistable shape changes, which in turn allows them to perform reflex 
gripping actions and locomotion. 

इ     र,                              -प           , ― र  र    प           र              र 
       इ              ,    र  म   म   रय                    प र   न     भ ऱन  और    न     
            ,                 प र   न                प र प र    (Reciprocity)            , और 
ब  -   र (Multistable)                     ,                 (Reflex) प  न  और ग    ऱ   
(Locomotion)         र          
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 ―Our findings establish metamaterials as an exciting platform for physical learning, which 
in turn opens avenues for the use of physical learning to design adaptive materials and 
robots.‖ 

―   र   न             र       भ        गम (Physical Learning)           र                 

           र     ,           र  न   ऱन  ऱ प     और र ब           इ                       
   ‖ 

 The researchers reported that in one test, a chain of six units eventually ‗learnt‘ to form a U-
shape in a single step from a straight line. 

                          र              य         ऱ                  र          र       U-

   र       ‗   ‘       
 Another 11-unit chain also ‗learnt‘ to spell each letter of the word ‗LEARN‘ in sequence, at 

each step ‗forgetting‘ one shape and ‗learning‘ the next one. 

       11-इ                      ‗LEARN‘                र          ‗   ‘     ,            

 र                 ‗    र‘               ‗    ‘      
 The researchers likened this ability (with some qualifications) to the adaptability of simple 

organisms. 

             इ       (              )           र           न   ऱन  म          

Talking to each other 

 प  म         रन  

 A usual question that arises after researchers report a successful finding in a lab is whether 
they would find the same thing at a larger scale or in the real world. 

                                          र     ,                                       
  र          र  र               नय                

 The authors of the study addressed this question using only simulations, where they ran 
computer models of metamaterial chains with thousands of units. 

                  इ                       म ऱ  न                 ,                र  
इ  इ        म   म   रयऱ     ऱ             र            

 These models were not very complicated, however, as each unit had only the three 
components and ‗learnt‘ only based on two inputs — the units on either side. 

                                 ,             इ                       और             नप   

—       र    इ  इ   —       र  र ‗     ‘     
 However, the models showed that as the chains became longer, the metamaterial ‗learnt‘ at a 

slower pace. 

                               -                        ,         र         न     ग               
 This was because the amount of deformation passing through the chain decayed over a 

particular length. 

    इ                                           (Deformation)             र               
         

 Put differently, a ‗signal‘ arising from one unit weakened significantly by the time it reached a 

distant unit. 

   र         ,    इ                   (Signal)   र   इ              -              म  र         
    

 The researchers found a simple fix: they allowed each unit to ‗talk‘ to the nearest unit as well 

as the next-nearest unit, i.e. the units one and two steps away. 

                 र               :              इ                              इ    

(         और     र    र)          (Talk)  र                 
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 With this rule, each unit‘s microcontroller received data about the angle of the unit two steps 
away, and used it with the ‗knowledge‘ that the angle was X two steps away, not one. 

इ                    इ       म        ऱर     र    र      इ                         र      
और इ  ‗   ‘                    र                                 र    र     

 This allowed the inputs to propagate further along the chain than before. 

इ     नप                                     र         र          
 The researchers were able to have a 48-unit chain morph into the outline of a cat using just 

three inputs as a result. 

  र       ,                   नप             र   48-इ                  ब ऱ              
  र       र          र    

 The way the chain works is an example of local decision-making. 

                र       र       न य  न  य- नम    (Local Decision-Making)           र      
 It is unlike, say, the human body, where the brain receives inputs from multiple senses and 

makes many decisions, which the nervous system finally relays to different parts. 

   म न   र र       र     ,      म                 य     इ           र      और             र 
                             र र                                

 Machine-learning models also use techniques like backpropagation, where the output 

generated near the end of a model is used to ‗teach‘ computers near the beginning. 

म  न ऱ न ग म  ऱ    ब    प ग  न                       र     ,                           

   प              र      र            र    ‗      ‘                      
 The metamaterial chain, however, made no such effort. 

       , म   म   रयऱ     ऱ                             
 Its ‗learning‘ was based on the units before and after (or the next-nearest). 

इ    ‗   ‘           और        इ  इ   (          इ  इ  )  र     र      
 This is useful in technological applications because it removes the need for complex 

networks to transfer data. 

      य  ग  य  न  य ग                     इ                र              न         
                          

Taking a walk 

 ऱन  (ग    ऱ          र ) 

 The researchers also found that the chain responded differently depending on which side it 
was nudged. 

                                  इ       र     र  र          -                           
                           

 When they nudged one six-unit chain from the left end, the right end bent one way. 

            -इ                   र             ,             र                      
 But when they pushed it from the right end, the left end bent in a different way.  

                इ        र             ,            र                          
 This non-reciprocity, the researchers argued, allowed the metamaterial to ‗learn‘ different 

ways to attain a final shape without requiring separate training. 

                  र,        प              र                                         

 र               र    ‗     ‘                    
 In a commentary accompanying the paper, Karen Alim, of the Technical University of Munich, 

Germany, who wasn‘t associated with the study, wrote that such non-reciprocity tests 
scientists‘ understanding of ‗intelligence‘ in materials beyond the bounds of traditional 

physics. 

   र                        ,          Technical University of Munich     र       ,    इ  
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                      ,                                         र   र             र           
ब    म                             

 For example, physics dictates that when you push a spring, it will push back. 

    र        ,                र                ग            ,                         
 This is because the spring wants to settle into its lowest energy state: where it is not 

compressed. 

    इ                                                                ,                      
      

 In this context, the spring can be said to ‗learn‘ by finding the valley in its energy landscape. 

इ          ,                    प र  य                     र ‗     ‘                      
 That is, if you take the spring to a different point in this landscape, by compressing or 

extending it by some amount, it will respond by making a beeline for just one spot: the valley. 

     ,                                  र   र   इ    र                       र           ,    
                  —            —    र                र     

 However, per Dr. Lim, the chain metamaterial is non-reciprocal, so it doesn‘t have a simple 

energy landscape. 

       ,   .             र,                र       प      , इ     इ           र     र       
      

 In non-reciprocal systems, the energy required to move from point A to point B depends on 
the path the object takes — since there is more than one option. 

                   ,       A    B                              प   र     र  र           
              ,                                 

 In these cases, it becomes a question of how much physical effort each path takes. 

                                            र       भ      य            
 So while the spring ‗learns‘ by minimising energy, the metamaterial chain ‗learnt‘ by 

minimising work — in this case the work done by the motors. 

इ     र                            र   ‗     ‘   ,              र            य             र   
‗     ‘    —                 र     र                    

 As a result, the chain was able to ‗learn‘ different paths to a final shape the way a spring 
never can. 

  र       ,                                            प      ‗   ‘        ,               
 र       

 ―Breaking down the complexity of learning in artificial intelligence systems and the brain 

into physical concepts appears to be an insurmountable task. 

―    म ब    म       ऱय  और                                        र                

 र                              
 The programmable metamaterial wire presented by [the team] is a brilliant reduction in 

complexity that is key to disentangling the essential physics concepts that enable learning 
and constrain the space of learnable states,‖ Dr. Lim wrote. 

[   ]    र            म य  य म   म   रयऱ   र               र                    र    ,    
                                                                  ,‖   .              

Like a switch 

         र    य   रन  

 The researchers also unexpectedly found bistable units — meaning they could act like 
switches. 
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                               -   र     य          —                   र        र      
     

 For example, when a moving object came in contact with a six-unit chain, the chain coiled 
itself around the object and gripped it. 

    र        ,                      -इ                         ,                        र  
 र         और               

 To release the object, the researchers only had to nudge one particular unit, which uncoiled 
the rest of the chain. 

                    ,                            इ                    ,         र             

    
1. (This unit was bistable.) 

(   इ       -   र    ) 
 This is also why Dr. Lim wrote that the metamaterial chain should thus be seen as a 

dynamical system, i.e. something capable of adapting. 

इ     र    .                        र                ग    ऱ    ऱ                          , 

                          र      
 According to her, the chain was able to perform life-like actions, like gripping an object, 

because it could ‗navigate‘ through different stable states by minimising the work along 

specific paths. 

          र,                                 न-      य     र                            र 
                          र                 र                           

 Indeed, while the chains in the team‘s experiments illustrated what a metamaterial chain with 
just a few controllable parameters was capable of, they are also not ready for real-world use. 

        ,                इ                                                              र   

            र        ,                 पय ग            र          
 The team needed an air table and impractically large components to make them work. 

       इ             र               य     ऱ   और                                 
 But if these requirements are eased, such metamaterial chains could in future be used as 

advanced prosthetic limbs and in soft robots that need to respond agilely to obstacles. 

          इ                र          ,                         र                     

         म   ग  और     म    र ब                                                                
         

 Overall, they concluded, their ―work paves the way for the design of adaptive metamaterials 
as well as soft and distributed robotics.‖ 

         ,                              ―      न   ऱन  ऱ म   म   रय            और     र  

र ब             इ                    र      ‖ 
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06M. A radiation ‗glitch‘ limits quantum computing 

       र  ‗ग ब  ‘      म    य    ग       म   र      

What is the world‘s next great frontier in technology? 

   य  ग   म           गऱ  म  न   म   य    ? 

 There are multiple contenders: artificial general intelligence, 
programmable biology, sustainable energy, metamaterials, human-
machine interfaces, and quantum computing. 

इ           प         :     म   म  य ब    म  ,     म य  य        न,     

    , म   म   रय  , म न -म  न    रफ  , और      म    य    ग  
 The future could in fact be more wondrous but also more difficult to 

predict because of how some of these technologies can work together. 

                      भ             ,  र    इ                      

                                     र       र          
 But there is still a long way to go — and quantum computing of late 

has illustrated that well. 

                              — और                    म    य    ग    इ        

         
 Quantum computers are a new type of computer that promises to 

. solve calculations significantly faster than today‘s ‗traditional‘ computers

     म    य  र          र          र               र   र        र              
                       र            र       

 The problem is that these machines are also very fragile. 

                                   न  ऱ          
 They operate in temperatures lower than outer space and the 

slightest vibration or heat can cause them to stop working. 

      र      र                   र       र      और          पन      म     
इ         र          

 On May 4, researchers from Google Quantum AI published a 
paper in Physical Review X reporting that they had found a new ghost in 

the machine that poses another major threat to these computers — called 
correlated phase error bursts. 

4       Google Quantum AI                 Physical Review X           

           ,                                           इ        र     
          र     —          ब    र          फ                

 High-energy particles from outer space and trace elements in the 
 both emit ionising radiation. earth‘s crust

   र      र                 -        और                                  

      यन  र      र           र       
 When even a small dose of it strikes the silicon substrate of a 

quantum chip, it creates a splash of vibrations that ripple across the chip. 

   इ                                    ऱ  न    र  र        ,            

       र           र                      
 These vibrations break apart the pairs of electrons that allow a 

superconductor to work. 

           इ                                    ऱ                      
 Many quantum computing chips are based on superconductors. 

                                ऱ    र     र           



                      
 

  

P
ag

e6
6 

 The break-ups create a swarm of quasiparticles. 

                                  र       
 It‘s like a cloud of electronic debris has flooded the chip. 

                         इ                           र                     
 A conventional chip is made of many semiconductors. 

     र   र                ऱ                   
 A quantum chip is made of many qubits. 

                    य  ब                   
 Scientists were worried that the quasiparticles would interfere with sensitive parts of the 

qubits, causing a crash. 

                                                                      र        ,             
                 

 So they developed a hardware design where a component acts like a fence that prevents the 

quasiparticles from jumping into sensitive parts of the qubit. 

इ                          र     इ                           ब        र        र      और 
                                     र      र         

 The solution worked too — until the current study revealed the new problem. 

                र र      —                                          र          
 Its authors found that even if the quasiparticles couldn‘t jump the fence, their mere presence 

near a qubit caused its frequency to shift. 

                                                 र    र    ,  र                         
                                

 This is like some soldiers walking at a different pace than others in a march-past, falling out of 
sync and breaking up the parade. 

                    र                                                     
 A single dose of radiation could shift the frequencies of many qubits together by as much as 3 

megahertz for 1 millisecond — an eternity in quantum computing. 

    र                                                3             1                  

            —                                           
 Because these shifts happen to many qubits at once, they hit the computer like a sudden loss 

of coordination. 

           र                                 , इ              र                       
       र       

 Scientists are working on a technology called quantum error correction — a safety net to 

. allow a quantum computer to keep working even if a few qubits fail

             म          र             र       र र      —         र                       

                      र          र       र   र    
 Among others, it depends on the assumption that errors in different qubits are independent of 

each other. 

   इ    र    र     र                                    -   र                    
 The correlated burst nullifies this assumption. 

                    इ    र        र    र          
 In fact, the authors of the study have said correlated phase error bursts could set an upper 

limit on how reliable current quantum computers can be. 

        ,                                                          र          न य      
           र   र          

 Gianluigi Catelani, a scientist at the Jülich Research Centre, Germany, wrote in Physics that 
researchers already have at least two solutions in the works: ‗traps‘ that absorb the static 
before it hits the qubits and technologies to dampen the splash. 
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                                              इ                                                
                                र     :     फ                                                   
         र    और                           र     
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      नम    
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न   र  य      न  प ऱ  ब र           य   म  ग    प र    य  
 

06M.  Building bridges 

      नम    

 Battery storage capacity must keep pace with solar 
energy generation 

ब  र  भ   र   म        र        प  न          ऱम ऱ बन   र न  
      

 India scaled a record peak demand of 256.1 GW on April 
25 with solar plants supplying 21.5% of the afternoon load — an 

all-time high, and the clearest signal yet that the country‘s 
installed solar fleet can do real work when the sun is overhead. 

  र     25         256.1 ग ग         र          म म  ग        , 
        र   य           र      र    21.5%             —          

           र    और                                     र  म   
                    र               र          

 But the same day‘s full 24-hour ledger told a more 

sobering story. 

                      24-           र              र              
    

 When there was accounting for the whole day of April 25, 
solar contributed only about 10.8% of daily generation, and just 
0.1% of the evening‘s needs after sunset. 

     र             -             ,      र                   

10.8%    न    प  न               , और                       
                 0.1%      र        

 Solar‘s share of India‘s installed electric capacity has 
nearly doubled from about 15% in 2022 to nearly 28% in early 
2026. 

  र                             र               2022         

15%       र 2026                  28%            
 However, solar accounted for roughly 5.6% of generation 

on India‘s peak-demand day in 2022 and only increased to the 
10.8% of April — a clear indication of the yawning gap that 

remains between the realities of the present and what is possible. 
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       , 2022                           र                     5.6%    और       र      

        10.8%     —                       और                            र               
 The bottleneck is not panels, land or ambition but the inability to use the vast stores of 

generated electrons through batteries. 

          प नऱ,         इ               ,      ब   रय                                     और 
       र                

 In fact, such is the paucity of battery storage that States which are prolific producers of 

solar power are being asked to halt their supply, lest it compromise the stability of India‘s 
electric grid. 

        , ब  र  भ   र     इ                र                          र               र        
       र     ,        र        य             र                

 In 2025, India had to curtail 2.3 terawatt hours of solar generation between late May and 
December, equivalent to 18% of average monthly output, with 0.9 TWh wasted in October 

alone. 

2025   ,   र                       र    2.3   र    -       र                  र      ,    औ   

                     18%   ,                  र    0.9   र    -                    
 Given that producers of such electricity must be compensated, this ends up being a cost to 

the public exchequer which pays for power that was never delivered. 

      इ     र                                          ,           र  र       र   र        ,    
                         र                 र               

 The India Meteorological Department‘s forecast of a below-normal monsoon (92% of 
Long Period Average) — the first such warning in 11 years — only sharpens the argument: 
a hotter, drier summer means greater daytime demand, which is precisely when solar should 
be doing the heavy lifting. 

भ र  म  म     न   भ ग    र         ऱ  औ      92%     र  र                        
           —    11                        — इ         और        र                  और      

                             ऱ न म  ग,                   र                            
       

 The encouraging news is battery economics. 

   र          र ब  र                         
 Standalone two-hour battery storage tariffs fell from around ₹2.21 lakh per MW/month in 

early 2025 to ₹1.48 lakh by year-end. 

        -        ब  र  भ   र       2025                  ₹2.21 ऱ       म ग         म      
   र               ₹1.48 ऱ          

 The challenge is execution. 

         य    यन        
 Only 0.7 GWh battery storage was operational in India by end-2025, with another 2 GWh 

expected by December 2026. 

2025             र          0.7 ग ग    -        र      र      र    , और      र 2026    

    र   2 ग ग    -                  
 The Centre and States must now focus less on tendering and more on commissioning — 

pairing every fresh solar auction with mandatory co-located storage and resolving the 
financing wall facing aggressively bid low-tariff projects. 

       और र         न        य   र    और प रय  न           ऱन  र                      

—            र                         -     भ   र            र                    
  र                   र         र  र          
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 Solar capacity without storage is a half-built bridge. 

    र            र  म         र  प ऱ     

 

06M. RE meets global electricity demand for the first time 

न   र  य      न  प ऱ  ब र           य   म  ग    प र    य  

 Despite rapid renewable capacity growth globally, geopolitical shocks expose India‘s 
dependence on fossil fuel imports from West Asia 

         र पर न   र  य  म   म               ब     , भ -र  न          भ र     प   म    य  
        म   न  य   पर  नभ र         गर  र      

 In 2025, global electricity generation increased by roughly 850 terawatt-hours (TWh), 
according to data from the Ember Energy Institute. 

2025              य     प  न      850   र    -        ,           बर           न             
             

 This increase was supplied almost entirely by solar and wind energy, contributing 636 TWh 
and 204 TWh respectively. 
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                र   र    र और प न         र    र       ,                   636   र    -     
और 204   र    -     र    

 Other renewables added another 23 TWh. 

    न   र  य             र   23   र    -                     
 Coal generation and oil meanwhile fell by 67 TWh and 12 TWh respectively. 

इ    र     यऱ    प  न और   ऱ     र    प  न      67   र    -     और 12   र    -          
 This is the first year in which expanded electricity demand did not require an increase in 

fossil fuels. 

                              य   म  ग      र   र               म   न                      
 Over the past decade, the cost of solar and wind energy has dropped steeply, and battery 

storage and grid integration capacities have improved drastically. 

               र और प न                           र         , और ब  र  भ   र          

    र   म                   र         
 This has supported an uptick in reliance on renewable energy sources. 

इ    न   र  य            र     र                    
 In 2025, coal‘s share of global electricity production fell by just over 1% and solar energy 

increased by nearly 2%. 

2025                              यऱ                1%    ,        र                    

2%      
 The dependence on oil also went down. 

  ऱ पर  नभ र              
 Major superpowers are embracing the change. 

     म      य   इ    र             र       
 China, for instance, saw its fossil fuel generation fall for the first time since 2015. 

    र        ,   न         म   न     र    प  न 2015               र      
 The country saw a strong 5% growth in electricity demand and a 15% growth in clean 

energy generation, met largely by solar and wind energy. 

          य   म  ग म  5%       और             प  न म  15%          ,             र और प न 

          र       
 Solar energy in China grew by 40% compared to 2024 and wind energy increased by 14%. 

  न म    र         2024      ऱन  म  40%           और प न         14%                  
 Solar energy alone met two-thirds of the increase in the country‘s electricity demand in 

2025. 

       र         2025                                         -              र        
 Fossil fuel demand fell in India as well. 

भ र             म   न    म  ग      
 Together, the fall in demand in India and China has pushed global fossil fuel generation to 

stagnation. 

भ र  और   न              र                   म   न   प  न       र                               
 Fossil fuel generation fell in both India (down 3.3%) and China (down 0.9%), driven by 

clean power usage and demand growth. 

भ र  (3.3%  म ) और   न (0.9%  म )                    पय ग और                 र         

                

How is this different from the earlier years? 

य  प ऱ                  भ न   ? 

 For two decades, even as renewable electricity capacity grew at double-digit rates, fossil 
fuel generation remained relevant and kept climbing. 
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          ,        न   र  य    य    म               र       ,   र         म   न   प  न 

            र   और      र    
 This was because electricity demand was rising faster than what renewables could cover. 

    इ                 य   म  ग न   र  य                                   र       
 The rising consumption relied on coal and gas-based energy. 

               यऱ  और ग       र        र     र     
 Even as renewable energy gained market share, it could not displace fossil fuels in absolute 

terms. 

            र            ब   र        र      ,  र       प     प                                 
 र      

 However, that pattern reversed in 2025. 

               2025 म   ऱ  ग   
 Globally, coal‘s share in electricity production declined from 36% in 2015 to 33% in 2024. 

         र  र                    यऱ           2015 म  36%       र 2024 म  33%         
 Coal generation fell in absolute terms for the first time last year, as renewables outpaced 

demand growth. 

            यऱ    प  न प ऱ  ब र प     प       ,       न   र  य      न  म  ग          प        

  य   
 Natural gas also saw a modest 45 TWh increase, entirely offset by renewable gains. 

        ग         45   र    -                 ,        र   र  न   र  य                        र 
      

The effect of war 

य        भ   

 India‘s crude oil imports fell by 17% year-over-year in March 2026 to 18.9 million tonnes, 
compared with 22.8 million tonnes in March 2025. 

म    2026      र            ऱ     य         - र-    17%     गर       और    18.9  म ऱयन  न 

र     ,           2025       22.8  म ऱयन  न     
 The decline comes amid the closure of the Strait of Hormuz starting March 1 due to the 

U.S.-Israel conflict with Iran. 

     र    1 म         म     ऱ म म य    ब     न       र    ,     म  र  -  र  ऱ और  र न    
                   

 This narrow waterway handles a significant share of global oil and gas shipments. 

                          ऱ और ग    प        म   प               र       
 India imports 89% of its crude oil from mostly Qatar, UAE and Saudi Arabia. 

  र              ऱ    89%  य            र,   य     रब  म र   और       रब     र       
 The Indian basket crude price averaged $113.49 per barrel in March 2026, compared with 

$72.47 in March 2025, a 56% increase year-over-year. 

भ र  य ब             ऱ      म       2026    औ    113.49   ऱर     ब रऱ र  ,         2025    
72.47   ऱर   ,       56%           

 India‘s primary energy supply consists of coal, followed by oil, natural gas and then 
renewables. 

  र         म        प          यऱ         ,            ऱ,         ग   और   र न   र  य      
            

 India‘s natural gas consumption rose in March 2026 despite supply disruptions. 

 प     ब                     2026      र             ग    प       
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 Natural gas available for consumption went up by 7% from March 2025. 

     2025                                               7%               
 This increase came despite a 4.9% decline in domestic production. 

          र ऱ    प  न म  4.9%     म                 
 The gap was filled by LNG imports, which jumped by 20.5%. 

इ          ऱ न    य      र    र          ,       20.5%               
 India‘s LNG imports reached 27 million metric tonnes in 2024-25, the highest on record. 

  र                 2024-25 म  27  म ऱयन म      न             ,                   

  र     
 India‘s LPG imports also surged with expanded household access. 

  र      ऱप     य                  ,              र ऱ  प          र      
 The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana increased LPG connections from 62% in 2016 to nearly 

100% by 2025. 

   नम        ऱ  य  न                       2016 म  62%    ब  र 2025    ऱगभग 100% 

       
 This drove imports to 18 million metric tonnes in 2025-26 from 16.48 mmt in 2020-21. 

इ         2020-21    16.48  म ऱयन म      न    ब  र 2025-26 म  18  म ऱयन म      न    
     

 Crude oil, LNG, and LPG are heavily imported from West Asia. 

       ऱ,  ऱ न   और  ऱप         र       प   म    य              
 The closure of the Strait of Hormuz disrupted all three simultaneously. 

  म     ऱ म म य    ब     न     इ                                    
 India‘s response included accelerating renewable approvals, maximising refinery output, 

and paying ₹30,000 crore to oil marketing companies. 

  र                न   र  य प रय  न               म      ,  रफ  नर    प  न म       , और     

                 30,000  र    पय     भ ग  न           
 LPG prices rose by ₹60 per cylinder after the conflict began. 

                       ऱप         म         ऱ  र 60  पय         
 On the flip side, India‘s renewable capacity grew by over 210% in the past decade. 

   र   र,                र     न   र  य       म      210%                    
 In FY 2024-25, renewables accounted for 89% of new capacity additions. 

        2024-25                    89% य ग  न न   र  य             
 Yet import dependence has also deepened. 

  र     य   पर  नभ र              
 India imports 89% crude oil, 47% natural gas, and 26% coal. 

  र  89%        ऱ, 47%         ग  , और 26%   यऱ        र       
 The renewable buildout has not yet reduced reliance on imported fossil fuels. 

    र                 र            य          म   न   र     र                   
 Renewable capacity takes years to become reliable power and geopolitical shocks affect 

supply instantly. 

    र                 न य      म  ब ऱन  म      ऱग     ,      भ र  न            र        

          
 When the Strait of Hormuz closed, India responded by maximising coal and gas output, 

prioritising domestic supply, and increasing LNG and LPG imports. 

                          ,      र       यऱ  और ग     प  न ब  य ,  र ऱ   प        
    म      , और  ऱ न        ऱप     य   ब  य   

 The global energy transition advanced significantly in 2025. 

2025                   म                        
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 India‘s renewable capacity growth is among the fastest globally. 

  र     न   र  य       म                              
 However, import dependence on a conflict zone still exists alongside clean energy 

progress. 

                पर  य    नभ र                                          

 

GS Paper III: Internal Security 06 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

06M At sea 

 म   म  
 

 

06M. At sea 

 म   म  

 The expansion of high-end frigate fleet must be in step with 
perceived threats 

   -  र य   ग   ब            र  न म  न    र      न  प   न        

 The Indian Navy‘s Project 17A is a ₹45,000-crore programme 
to build seven ‗Nilgiri‘-class frigates, with anti-air, anti-surface, and 
anti-submarine capabilities, as an advanced complement to the 
‗Shivalik‘ frigates and a precursor to Project 17B. 

भ र  य न   न     प रय  न  17  ₹45,000  र                  ,       
           ‗न ऱ ग र‘         य   प           र     ,         य -र   ,    -

र   , और पन   ब -र             ,    ‗     ऱ ‘ य   प              र  और 
प रय  न  17ब                 

 The Project delivered the INS Mahendragiri on April 30, 

completing six deliveries in 17 months, but had previously faced multiple 
delays. 

इ    र                   न   म    ग र    30                 ,       
17                  र    र     ,       इ         इ         ऱ ब         

 The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India has 
flagged hundreds of design changes in previous warship classes during 

construction. 

भ र      नय        म  ऱ    पर                   र                          
           न प र   न                     

 Deliveries had been delayed even though ships were nominally 
complete because they lacked critical components such as engines 
and sensors, allowing the projects to meet commissioning dates on 

paper while leaving the hull unprepared for combat. 

     र              ,                  र        ,               न और 
   र            र                   ,         र        औ    र        
          र   र     ,  र                    र           

 A 2025 CAG report found that the Navy was inducting platforms 
without building the supporting infrastructure. 

2025              रप                                        य  

    र न                                   र र       
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 While Project 17A used 75% indigenous components by value, many critical parts were 
sourced from abroad, and without them the vessels‘ final integration was withheld. 

        र      17     75%                         ,  र                                  

      , और इ                            र                
 Currently, India can build most of each ship but exercises limited control over timelines. 

            र                                       ,  र     मय  म   र                   

    
 The Indian Ocean carries most of India‘s energy imports as well as Chinese naval 

deployments, but the nature of these challenges alone does not resolve the kind and scale 

of response they merit. 

     म    गर   र                   य              न    न    न            र     ,          
                                           र और   र          र        र     

 India built the Chain of Static Sensors after the 2008 Mumbai attacks, with radar hardware 
involving imported parts. 

  र     2008 म  ब   मऱ            र    र     ऱ                ,       र  र  प र            

              
 The Chain has been extended to Mauritius, Sri Lanka, and the Seychelles, and together 

with naval platforms forms a detect-decide-respond system. 

          म र   ,   ऱ   , और                 र          , और                             र 
   प   ऱग  - न  य ऱ -     य        ऱ            

 But while naval satellites and underwater sensor networks provide the ‗detect‘ aspect, the 
frigates‘ radars and sonars remain the most imported — and thus most delayed — 
components, limiting the vessels‘ ability to function as mobile sensors. 

      न    न   प   और  ऱम न    र न      ‗         ‘          र     ,  र                र  र 
और   न र                  और               ,            ग    ऱ    र               
               

 Adding more surface combatants is like adding receivers to a network still transmitting a 
fuzzy picture. 

          य   प                                           र   र                           

    र   र र       
 Granted, securing sea lanes and addressing non-traditional threats such as drone and 

missile activity justify some number of multi-role frigates. 

                  म    म ग       र   और ग र-प र प र    र           और     इ               
       र                       ब       य य य   प                   

 However, these platforms are also overkill for countering piracy and smuggling. 

       ,              म          और    र                                                 
 Heightened surveillance and the Indian Coast Guard also address the 26/11 scenario. 

  न   नगर न  और भ र  य   र   बऱ    26/11        र                  र              
 And while the People‘s Liberation Army Navy has been increasing its submarine presence 

in the region, an Indian hull lacking the premium sensors required to find these vessels is 

effectively not responding to China‘s presence. 

और      प प     ऱबर  न  म  न   न              पन   ब   प          र     ,              

        र               र                                         
 What then is the purpose of expanding the high-end frigate fleet? 

     र       र   य   प   ब            र                 ? 

 One possibility is to sustain domestic shipyards and absorb new technologies, but this 
risks allowing industry interests to supersede the demands of the threat environment. 
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                    इ     र ऱ    पय            र       और       य  ग  य                 
   ,  र    इ    औ य  ग            र              र                             

 In sum, India has a response fleet facing delays, a sensor grid with incomplete 
coverage, a domestic industrial ecosystem that still depends on imports, and, ultimately, 
investments out of step with threats. 

        ,   र                 य  ब                          र र     ,       र न               
  र      र    ,     र ऱ  औ य  ग                         र     र   , और            न          
         र                    

 

GS Paper IV: Ethics 06 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

06M ‗In organisations that encourage learning, failure not a bad word‘ 

 ‗     ग न    न     ब            ,  नम    फऱ       ब र      न      ‘ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

06M. ‗In organisations that encourage learning, failure not a bad word‘ 

 ‗     ग न    न     ब            ,  नम    फऱ       ब र      न      ‘ 

 Organisations that create opportunities for employees to improve and excel through 
upskilling or reskilling .  often reap the benefits in the long run
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                र       प    ऱ ग    र     ऱ ग                 र और                र        , 
      र                       र       

 Such learning organisations create an ecosystem where employees are incentivised for 

efforts to learn new skills and apply at work, speakers at a panel discussion said on Tuesday. 

     ऱ न ग   ग न           र                                र                    और      
             र                                        ,                 र                    
     

 The discussion was part of Future Career Conversations series organised jointly by the 
SRM Institute of Science and Technology (SRMIST) and The Hindu under the title ―The 

Future Reimagined – Discover, Decide, Define Your Career.‖ 

          य  र   रयर                            ,                   SRM       य   ऑफ       

       न ऱ    (SRMIST) और            र  ―The Future Reimagined – Discover, Decide, Define 

Your Career‖                                  
 ―A learning organisation is one where failure is not a bad word,‖ said Amardeep Devadasan, 

Senior Vice-President, RR Donnelley & Williams Lea. 

 ―   ऱ न ग   ग न                              र               ,‖  मर  प       न,      र 
  इ -       , RR Donnelley & Williams Lea         

 Abhishek Paul, Culture Shepherd, Kissflow, said, ―A learning organisation has a lot of 

courageous people who are not afraid to seek failure.‖ 

   भ    प ऱ,    र      , Kissflow       , ―                                               
           र           ‖ 

 Bijumon Jacob, Head-India Operations, Human Resources, Ejada, Dubai, said organisations 

that invest in technology and upgrading the skills of employees were indeed learning 
organisations. 

  ब  म न    ब,    -इ        र    ,        र     , Ejada,                               और 
      र                           र     ,                                  

 A. Vinay Kumar, Pro-Vice Chancellor, SRMIST, said as organisations grow, ―people who 

built these structures become leaders and their reluctance to understand change or actually 
change themselves leads to problems.‖ 

  .   नय   म र,   -  इ       र, SRMIST               -                  , ―       इ    र      
                               और   र                                                      
     र          ‖ 

 


